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Do Not Judge                 Romans 14:1-12       

14 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat 

must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 

eat; for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is 

before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 

them stand. 

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be 

fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. 

Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 

abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 

and the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother 

or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

    and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Forgive From Your Heart                        Matthew 18:21-35 
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As we come to our Gospel reading this morning, Jesus has just been spoken with the disciples 

about the power and accountability that resides in a gathered people of faith saying, “Truly I tell 

you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven.  Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, 

it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there among them.”   

And we continue this now in Matthew chapter 18 verse 21 with Peter’s question…and Jesus’ 

response in parable…Listen for God’s Word: 

21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,     

how often should I forgive?  As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 

but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning,    one 

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord 

ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment 

to be made.   26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you everything.’  27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves 

who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.’   30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 

debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.   

32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 

mercy on you?’  34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt.    35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Live to the Lord 

 

I am sure you have heard many sermons and discussions about forgiveness, after all it is a 

grounding aspect of our faith, of our understanding of who and what we are.  We stand in the 

light of receiving forgiveness in it’s ultimate through Christ, and I imagine most of us have also 

experienced that sense of giving and receiving forgiveness from each other, even if we don’t 

always have the grace to acknowledge it.    

We began this morning (if you are following the Order of Worship) with the thought or 

meditation that says, “Forgiveness is more like the air in your lungs. There’s only room for you 

to inhale the next lungful when you’ve just breathed out the previous one.”   

And I wonder… are we are having trouble catching our breath these days.                               

There are so many things, situations or people that we have frustrations about: Thanksgiving is 
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near and yet for some of us, hard decisions have been made to veer from the usual plans of who 

to gather with. We don’t know what Christmas will “look like” when it comes down to planning.  

During this time of year especially we long for traditions to be the same and so we hold our 

breath and wait, holding out for the usual or breathing out into other possibilities. For some of us, 

we are just grateful for who we do have near us and yet so aware of those who are not.  

We have moved through an election season which in some cases brought grief and anger, for 

others gladness…and for some, glad or not, it is a relief to step beyond that moment…   But has 

this drawn us closer to each other yet?    I hope so,            but maybe it’s time to think about 

forgiveness again, to stop and breath and remember who we are. 

…Jesus has been speaking with the disciples about the importance of repairing, keeping, and 

maintaining relationships.    And Peter has approached Jesus with a question that wonders about    

just how far does that really need to be acted out with another person,    especially one who has 

caused him some kind of harm?  Ready for a limit that could let him off the hook, Jesus gives 

him an answer that says he will have to keep trying.     How could Peter, and really how do we 

respond to the seventy-seven times directive?  After all, that is a lot of hard work and forgiving 

to have for just one person! How about all those other family members, co-workers, bad highway 

drivers and infuriating Facebook post-ers.  Do we have to forgive each of them seventy-seven 

times too?  Or    is there something about that seventy-seven that points to something else?   

Yes, it points to how important forgiveness is in order to create or maintain community.  But it’s 

not about keeping score.  It’s about how much forgiveness is needed and that it is far from one 

sided.  We know, what Peter did not yet know when he asked that question,  how much he would 

need forgiveness for the betrayal he could not yet imagine he would take part in, denying Jesus 

in the early morning after his arrest the night before.  

And then Jesus goes on to tell this parable about a King wanting to settle accounts with a slave 

who owed him ten thousand talents.  A slave (or anyone really) couldn’t possibly have come to 

owe that amount, much less ask for patience in order to repay it. And so Jesus frames 

forgiveness beyond what can possibly be countable.            

To help get a picture here we should do the math. One Talent would take a laborer about fifteen 

years to earn. So simple multiplication tells us we are talking about a debt equal to 150,000 

years!!  This image of the King’s forgiveness for the slave is for an unimaginable, impossible 

debt.  And an absurd grace…but then that’s God! 

But then we have this really uncomfortable turn of events. We don’t know why the first slave 

seems to turn on the other- especially after the expansive mercy he has received. Is it the appeal 

or possibility of having some power over another’s life?  How did he out of his personal, amazed 

sense of relief   forget his common humanity?  How is it he is not fundamentally changed by the 

gift he is given?  Rather than sitting in judgement of this first slave we might also consider 

another take away point. That our own ability to forgive or be forgiven is not easy on our own.     

After all… we know that we are not the King in this parable.  We are the slave receiving God’s 

acceptance and mercy.  But as author Aubrey West asks, “What keeps us from offering 
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compassion and mercy to others when we have received so much?” Why are we holding our 

breath rather than living?   Are we paying attention to the right things? 

Jesus’ parables often have an expansive situation that is literally larger than life- at least life as 

we generally live it. We are meant to BE challenged beyond our imagination as it highlights how 

much we need God in order to forgive and be forgiven.  And Jesus does not leave us alone in that 

need, but does remind us that we have a responsibility to work together.    And to look to see 

what part we might be playing within a problem. And to see others through eyes of mercy.  Paul 

points the way toward this in his letter to the Church that Marty read, when he says, “who are 

you to pass judgement on another.” Forgiveness is something God calls us into with Him, but 

judgement is not.      

There is an English Proverb that says, “Fault is thick where love is thin.” You have heard me 

comment concerning when Jesus says  that which we bind on earth will be bound in heaven.     

How we love others, how we give and receive forgiveness, how we live now says something 

about our understanding and hope for God’s kingdom.   

And yet, forgiveness is not a doormat to sweep things under. It does not shut the closet door on 

the mess we do not want to look at.  So - let us not mischaracterize forgiveness.  Forgiveness is 

not about accepting things that should change. Jesus turned over tables making that point.  Jesus 

went to the cross making that point.  He spoke truth to both leaders and his followers.                                                                                     

We too may respond with passion and purpose to the injustices we see for ourselves or others.  

There are things in this world we should be horrified by. And we are called to raise up and act 

for the well-being of ourselves and others. We are meant to be aware, to try to learn what has 

caused another pain, even if we don’t understand their actions. In this way, forgiveness can be a 

beginning… 

Paul said in his letter to the Church, “If we live, we live to the Lord…”  This is so true, for in 

living to the Lord we are already embracing the life and good of others, we are breathing life and 

good from ourselves.  And this takes us to the possibility and Way in which the need to forgive 

and be forgiven will be less and less necessary… 

But Paul also meets us in our very human ways.  In that first reading we hear of issues at hand 

causing disharmony.    Now we might not see those issues as terribly divisive or problematic to 

us; despising someone for their food choices or haggling over which day is more important than 

another.  We have so many more important things to think about.  But those were primary 

concerns for that time because those two issues surrounded when they worshipped and broke 

bread together as a faith community.  

And there is an even deeper point surrounding the arguments over right or wrong ways to 

worship.    Paul is pointing these things out not only as a matter of embedded ways or 

choice…but as real expressions of faith - and that one should not judge another for that.    

At the time this was about a faith community that was a melding between Gentiles and Jews, 

believing in Jesus but bringing their different backgrounds and practices with them.  And the 

core issue at hand was not which way was right…no much more important was how do they treat 
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each other, how do they work and worship and serve.  How do we as people of faith work with 

others in this world God loves? 

Forgiveness is a beginning…let us work together toward a way in which the need to forgive and 

be forgiven will be less and less necessary. 

Like the closing words in the song we heard earlier…Good Lord, show us the way.  Amen 

 

 

 


