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Before we get into our second reading, we need to spend a bit of time on some background.  For 

those of you who participate in our midweek devotionals online, a bit of this is going to be a 

review of what you heard a few days ago, but we all need to be on the same page as we head into 

this story from I Chronicles. 

 

My guess is that for many if not most of the people in this room, it’s a book with which you 

have, understandably, spent very little time!  The first third or more of the book is nothing but a 

bunch of names delineating the genealogical lines of the people of Israel – so even those who try 

to read it often fade out before they get beyond those chapters.  Even then, a lot of what is 

included is redundant, or at least ancillary, to the same stories included elsewhere in Scripture.  

But still, imbued with a sense of faithful fortitude, those who have been doing our daily readings 

for our Journey Through the Bible series have been making their way through these texts these 

past few weeks.  And, this past week, we came upon the story of David, Nathan, and the Temple 

in chapter 17. 

 

Anyway, after a series of military conquests, David and the Israelites settle in Jerusalem.  David 

moves into a home, and the Ark of the Covenant (that physical representation of the presence of 

God that they would carry from one location to another as they moved) was placed in a tent in 

the city.  David, however, wasn’t exactly thrilled with that set-up.  “I am living in a house of 

cedar,” David told Nathan, “but the ark of the covenant of the Lord is under a tent.”  David’s 

plan, then, his desire, is to build a house – to build a temple – to build THE temple – for God.  

David’s faith in God has drawn him to this place in which he wants to honor God’s presence 

with that Temple.  God, however, seems to have a different plan. 

 

The very night that David shares his idea with the prophet Nathan, God comes to Nathan with a 

plan of his own.  Now, I’m not going to read it all for you, but God’s proclamation to David, 

through Nathan, really says three things: 

• David is NOT to build the temple for God. 

• God, instead, will establish the house and the future of David’s kingdom. 

• Someday down the road it will be one of David’s offspring who will build the temple that 

David wanted to build. 
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Now, we know, in retrospect, that it is Solomon, David’s son, who ends up building the temple.  

And, there are plenty of theological questions and theories about why it is that God withheld that 

honor from David.  As we read this story this week, however, what truly fascinated me was 

David’s response to that of God.  In the wake of hearing that he would not build the temple as he 

had anticipated, these are the words that David shares in his prayer to God: 

 

16 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and 

what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 17 And even this was a small thing in 

your sight, O God; you have also spoken of your servant’s house for a great while to come. 

You regard me as someone of high rank, O Lord God! 18 And what more can David say to 

you for honoring your servant? You know your servant. 19 For your servant’s sake, O Lord, 

and according to your own heart, you have done all these great deeds, making known all 

these great things. 20 There is no one like you, O Lord, and there is no God besides you, 

according to all that we have heard with our ears. 21 Who is like your people Israel, one 

nation on the earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, making for yourself a name 

for great and terrible things, in driving out nations before your people whom you redeemed 

from Egypt? 22 And you made your people Israel to be your people forever; and you, O 

Lord, became their God. 

 

23 “And now, O Lord, as for the word that you have spoken concerning your servant and 

concerning his house, let it be established forever, and do as you have promised. 24 Thus 

your name will be established and magnified forever in the saying, ‘The Lord of hosts, the 

God of Israel, is Israel’s God’; and the house of your servant David will be established in 

your presence. 25 For you, my God, have revealed to your servant that you will build a house 

for him; therefore your servant has found it possible to pray before you. 26 And now, O Lord, 

you are God, and you have promised this good thing to your servant; 27 therefore may it 

please you to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever before you. For 

you, O Lord, have blessed and are blessed forever.”  (I Chronicles 17: 16-27) 

 

We have to understand, in this, that this notion of building the temple for God was no ‘passing 

notion’ that David happened to mention in conversation with Nathan.  As the great king of God’s 

chosen people, to be the one who built that permanent home for God – that temple that spoke of 

God’s presence and blessing upon the people – was a tremendous honor that David wanted.  He 

wanted to be the one who did that.  He wanted to be the divinely appointed king who established 

God’s eternal presence among the people.  This was David’s heartfelt desire to which God said, 

‘No!’  What fascinated me as we read this prayer from David this week, however, was that you’d 

never know that. 

 

If you read this prayer in a vacuum – if you plucked it out of context and read these words and 

these words alone – you’d never know that they were a response to God saying no to that which 

David so desired for his life, his people, and his legacy.  If you read these words without the 

context of knowing that David had just been told that he couldn’t build that temple, you’d never 

see that what these words represent is David faithfully and forcefully saying ‘yes’ to God’s ‘no!’  

And that, in a nutshell, is what leapt out to me about this passage as we encountered it earlier this 

week. 
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The reality is that, ready or not… like it or not… God says no far more often we wish would be 

the case.  Sometimes we see it.  Sometimes we don’t.  Sometimes we can make sense of it.  

Sometimes we just can’t understand.  And yes, sometimes it feels as though God is saying no to 

almost everything.  “The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps.”  (Proverbs 

16:9)  The reality is that our way is not always God’s way.  The question that is begged in this 

story of David, Nathan and the building of the temple, however, is how we will respond in those 

moments in which God has a different idea in mind.  The question we are forced to consider is 

what we will do when God’s says no. 

 

When I asked myself that question earlier this week, the first story that came to mind was that of 

the rich young man in Matthew.  That young man, who clearly sees himself as an upstanding and 

righteous man of God, comes to Jesus with what I suspect was the desire to have his pre-

dispositions validated.  ‘I am a man of the law.’  He says, ‘I follow all those rules and do 

everything I’m supposed to.’  The unspoken expectation here is that he anticipates that Jesus will 

respond, in some way or another, with an affirmation that he is everything he thinks he is.  The 

unspoken expectation is that Jesus will turn around and say, ‘Wow!  Good for you.  You’re a 

great guy.  Don’t change a thing – you’re everything God wants you to be!’  That, of course, was 

not the response he gets – and he walks away despondent and dejected by what he hears.  We 

don’t know what happens with that man after that.  What we do no, however, was that his 

response to God’s no was to simply walk away wallowing in self-pity. 

 

The second story that came to mind I didn’t share, this morning, because it would have been too 

extensive to try to bring into this conversation in that much depth – but my mind immediately 

started picture Jonah in the belly of that great fish.  Jonah had a plan of his own, God’s was 

different.  Jonah refused and continued to push forward on his path, God brought a storm upon 

the ship on which he was sailing.  Jonah continued to insist on his own way, God tossed him into 

the waters where he was swallowed by that great fish.  No matter how many times God said no 

to Jonah’s ways, Jonah continued to persist.  God would intervene, Jonah would press on.  Much 

like that rich young man, Jonah didn’t want to hear what God had to say.  But even more, Jonah 

didn’t simply walk away despondent but fought back in his attempt to walk a path of his own. 

 

That’s the remarkable element to this prayer we see from David in the wake of God saying no to 

his plans.  David doesn’t walk away dejected and despondent – wallowing in self-pity because 

things didn’t go his way.  And, perhaps even more importantly, David doesn’t insist on his own 

path by having his people lay the stonework for the temple in opposition to God’s directive.  No, 

David hears God’s no and immediately turns his attention to saying yes to the blessings that 

underscore it.  That’s the key, I think, to this whole question. 

 

Take note of this detail.  No, David doesn’t walk away dejected like that rich young man, and he 

doesn’t fight for his will in the manner of Jonah, but he also doesn’t simply resolvedly accept the 

fact that God says no.  To put this in the language and experience of a parent of three teen and 

tween children, David isn’t the angered teen storming out of the room fuming that things didn’t 

go his way, David isn’t the rebellious one sneaking out after curfew in an attempt to get his way 

anyway, and David is not the saddened child subduing himself to the will of his parents because 

he knows he has no choice.  No, David chooses to look into God’s no, to seek the love and 

blessings of God that lie within that no, and then to not simply accept the realities of God’s no 
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but to embrace and rejoice in saying yes to the blessings and wonders that God has in mind 

instead! 

 

You know, I’m not much of a country music fan, and if you told me a few weeks ago that our 

Call to Meditation would be drawn from Garth Brooks, I’d have found that very hard to believe.  

As I was exploring and reflecting on things for our service this morning, however, I came across 

the lyrics to his song, ‘Unanswered Prayers.’  The song itself is about running into his high 

school girlfriend – the one he prayed would be ‘the one’ – only to look to his wife at his side and 

realize how grateful he was that God didn’t answer that high school prayer.  Now, musically I’m 

not really a fan of the song at all, and theologically I would suggest that it’s a story in which God 

answered otherwise, not that God didn’t answer at all (there’s an important distinction in that).  

But, still, I thought the lyrics to the chorus in the song were an intriguing echo of my thoughts 

about David’s praise-filled response to God’s ‘no:’ 

Sometimes I thank God for unanswered prayers. 

Remember when you’re talking to the man upstairs, 

And just because he may not answer, doesn’t mean he doesn’t care. 

Some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered prayers. 

 

Again, I want to be extraordinarily clear that I firmly believe that there is no such thing as an 

unanswered prayer, simply an otherwise answered prayer.  Theological intricacies aside, 

however, there’s some real wisdom in that reminder that some of life’s greatest blessings come 

from the times that God says no.  Some of life’s true miracles stem from those moments in which 

God’s plan overtook our own.  Some of God’s greatest gifts are ‘otherwise answered’ prayers.   

 

That seems to be what David understood.  He didn’t storm off in a huff or walk away dejectedly.  

He didn’t simply resolve himself to accept that things weren’t going to go his way.  And, he most 

certainly didn’t try to go his own way anyway.  No, when David heard God’s no, he knew that 

within that there was an otherwise answered prayer.  When David heard God’s no, he know that 

somewhere within that there was a opportunity for an even greater story to unfold.  When David 

heard God’s no, he said yes to that which God had in store instead. 

 

The reality is that, ready or not… like it or not… God says no far more often we wish would be 

the case.  Sometimes we see it.  Sometimes we don’t.  Sometimes we can make sense of it.  

Sometimes we just can’t understand.  And yes, sometimes it feels as though God is saying no to 

almost everything.  The truth beneath that no, however, is that there is always a greater yes that 

God has in store for us, so we have that choice to make.  Will we walk away in a huff – dejected 

and despondent that we didn’t get our way?  Will struggle and fight to go our way regardless of 

where God might be leading?  Will we resolve ourselves to accept it simply because we know 

we really have no choice?  Or, will we remember the example of David?  Will we remember that 

some of God’s greatest gifts are otherwise answered prayers?  And, will we look into God’s no 

with the faith to say yes to the blessings and wonders that God has in store for us?  


