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So, I had one of those experiences, earlier this week, in which I found myself reflecting on how 

much technology has changed the manner in which we engage with the world around us, and 

perhaps more pertinent to today’s reflections, the expectations we bring to that engagement! 

 

It started very simply, one evening, when I was getting things ready for the next day and wanted 

to get a sense of what the weather was expected to be.  My phone was sitting on the bedside table 

just next to me, so I simply called out, ‘Hey so-and-so!’ (I don’t want to say the actual name here 

because my phone is currently tracking our worship on Facebook and I don’t want it to start 

talking back to me).  ‘Hey so-and-so, what’s tomorrow’s weather?’  Immediately, with nothing 

but asking that quick question, I was given a detailed forecast for what was expected the 

following day. 

 

To many of us, of course, that seems perfectly normal for the technology of today, but my mind 

started thinking about what a drastic difference that is, to what I knew as a child.  I remember, so 

clearly, when the weather channel launched ‘weather on the 8’s,’ and how remarkable it was to 

have a forecast of the local weather roll around every ten minutes.  There was many a day that 

I’d run to the television a 2-3 minutes before that in order to learn what was expected for the day.  

I then started thinking about how, before that, my parents would stay up and watch the news 

through the weather forecast at about 10:20 every evening (11:20 when we lived out east), and 

would then go to bed – because that was there only chance to get the latest forecast.  Going back 

just a bit further, of course, and it was waiting for the forecast on the radio, or in the morning 

paper – because there were no other options.  I found myself thinking about how this simple 

reality has changed so dramatically in recent decades, and then I began reflecting on how 

accessible this information has become at the tap of a finger or the tip of the tongue, and that 

really got me going on how that’s really been the impact of technology on so many places in our 

lives. 

 

Anyone under the age of 25 would find it patently absurd to consider that you would have to be 

home at 8pm on Tuesday evening if you wanted to watch that show you love – because that was 

the only opportunity you had to see it.  Movies that were once only available through a night out 

at the theater later became more readily available by means of driving to your local video store to 

rent the tape…which then became even more accessible by way of having a DVD sent to you in 
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the mail…and now it takes nothing more than the press of a couple of buttons to stream 

something to any of the 27 different screens we have available in our homes.  Some of you are 

out there this morning, having barely rolled out of bed, participating in worship through a couple 

clicks of the mouse or taps on the screen!   

 

Entertainment, information, commerce – the list goes on.  Over the course of the last half 

century, technology has increasingly expedited the journey between inception and delivery, and 

the result is that we’ve created a cultural norm of immediacy in which we barely have a sense, 

anymore, of the gap that used to exist between the start of an endeavor and the end towards 

which we travel.  We’ve become such a culture of instant gratification that we are increasingly 

less accustomed, every day, to the concept of waiting and working our way from the beginning 

towards the end.  And yet, in so many ways, it is in that very gap, that chasm between the 

beginning and the end, where we spend the entirety of our lives in this thing we call faith! 

 

There’s a fascinating paradox that emerges in these two passages that we shared this morning.  In 

the passage that Julie read, from Paul’s letter to the Romans, we are once again brought into 

Paul’s struggles with the Law that we see so often in his letters.  Paul takes real issue with the 

Law – suggesting in many ways that it does nothing but highlight our frailties and shortcomings, 

and in no way serves to bring us closer to God.  It’s grace, Paul suggests, that serves that 

purpose.  It’s grace that reconciles us to God – and the Law is nothing but a reminder of why we 

need that grace.  This is a frequent argument, from Paul, that we see repeated in various forms 

throughout his letters.   

 

The basis from which he comes to that argument is rarely as clear, however, as it is in this 

particular passage from Romans.  “For we have already charged,” Paul proclaims, “that all…are 

under the power of sin.”  While not entirely atypical, it’s a strong statement that Paul lays forth – 

and his supporting statements are vivid to say the least.  Drawing lines from prophets and Psalms 

throughout the known Scriptures of the time (generally what we know as the Old Testament), 

Paul makes this unmitigated and unabashed argument regarding the sinfulness of humanity: 

“11 There is no one who is righteous, not even one; there is no one who has understanding, 

there is no one who seeks God.  12 All have turned aside, together they have become 

worthless; there is no one who shows kindness, there is not even one.”  13 “Their throats are 

opened graves; they use their tongues to deceive.”  “The venom of vipers is under their lips.”  

14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”  15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

16 ruin and misery are in their paths, 17 and the way of peace they have not known.”  18 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  (Romans 3: 11-18)   

 

Paul doesn’t leave room for a whole lot of interpretation here, and then he says it so plainly, “No 

human being will be justified in [God’s] sight.”  Arguments about grace vs. the Law aside, 

Paul’s base assertion here is unmistakable.  With extraordinarily harsh words, Paul makes 

abundantly clear his conviction that, as people, we do not, cannot, and will not live up to the 

measure of God – period!  Now, Paul’s argument is actually far more hope-filled than these 

particular verses might lead one to believe, but we’re going to come back to that in a minute.  In 

the meantime, we turn our attention to Matthew. 
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“For I tell you,” Jesus says, “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and the 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

father is perfect.”  “11 There is no one who is righteous, not even one.”  “Unless your 

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.”  If there is a part of you feeling a bit like a deer in the headlights as you hear these two 

passages – it’s understandable.  On the one hand we have Paul proclaiming, nearly screaming, 

that we will never measure up – that our human frailty will inevitably and inexorably cause us to 

fall short.  Hopefully we won’t fall quite as short as Paul so poetically implies with his choice of 

words, but Paul leaves no room for interpretation – no one is righteous!  But, then we hear these 

words of Jesus telling us to be perfect – suggesting that that supposedly unattainable measure of 

righteousness, by Paul’s declaration, is the only measure that breads our salvation.  Jesus is over 

here telling us we need to achieve this to enter the glory of God and Paul is over there telling us 

that we will never get there.  A deer in the headlights barely covers it.  What do we do with that?  

In this culture in which we’ve lost track of there being any gap between the inception and the 

attaining, how do we reconcile this seemingly impassable chasm between the reality of our today 

and the possibility for our tomorrow?  Well that, my friends, is where we get back to the hope 

that is buried beneath Paul’s disheartening, and sometimes even scary, words! 

 

You see, as much as that passage from Paul can almost feel like the final word on the destitution 

of humanity – the truth is that his point is precisely the opposite.  Paul doesn’t stop there.  Paul 

goes on in the third chapter, immediately after proclaiming the unmitigated unrighteousness of 

humanity, and says this: 

 

21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 

the law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 

faith. (Romans 3: 21-25) 

 

As stark and sometimes off-putting as Paul’s argument is at first – it is actually a passage of 

tremendous hope and promise.  That seemingly unforgivable, and clearly unrighteous, state of 

humanity that he expresses so clearly in verses 10-20 are then clarified as Paul points to those 

people – those worthless people with the venom of vipers under their lips – and says, ‘Yes, there 

righteousness does indeed exceed that of the scribes and the Pharisees.  Their righteousness is 

sufficient!  They are justified in God!’  Why?  Because they did it?  No – because in Christ, God 

has done it for all. 

 

Remember the core of these reflections we are sharing during the Lenten season – reflections 

grounded in the places and manner in which God is at work in us.  Paul’s foundational argument 

is that none of us righteous, and yet that all of us are righteous – because of God’s work in us 

through Christ.  In this world in which our culture of instant gratification has increasingly 

muddied our sense of that journey between inception and accomplishment – of that gap between 

beginning and end – what Paul is arguing is that, in this thing we call faith, we are at the 

beginning, the end, and on the journey, all at the same time! 
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We are at the beginning – unworthy, unrighteous – hopefully not with the venom of vipers 

spilling from our lips, but we get the point.  We are at the inception of this journey of faith 

because we remain at that point of not measuring up.  In our hearts, in our minds, in our actions, 

in our lives – we are perpetually at the start because our human frailty has us there.   

 

At the same time, we’ve already gotten to the end.  Salvation is ours.  Life eternal is ours.  The 

glory of God holding us today and receiving us in life everlasting is ours.  Not by means of our 

merit, not by means of our righteousness, and most certainly not by any dream of our perfection 

– but by the grace of God bestowed upon us through the gift of his son – we’ve already reached 

that glorious end and attained the goal for which we long.    

 

And yet, all the while, we march on in that journey of the in-between.  In lives that will never 

truly measure up, we remain forever at the beginning.  In lives imbued with the righteousness of 

God through the grace of Christ, we already claim the goal.  But, in every day, we walk the 

journey of the in-between:  

• Not yet righteous, but not content with where we are!   

• Not yet righteous, but not resolved to the status quo!   

• Not yet righteous, but growing in righteousness as a perpetual reflection of the true 

righteousness that we know in the gift of the cross. 

 

There is such honesty and conviction that lies in Paul’s words about the truth of our today, and 

there is such tremendous hope that lies in his reminder of the tomorrow that is ours through the 

work of God in Jesus.  Those are both givens – undeniable realities that cannot and will not be 

changed.  The challenge, I suggest, lies in the in-between, as we own our today, claim our 

tomorrow, but seek to ever grow, just a bit more every day, as we journey from here to there. 


