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Picture yourself, if you will, behind the wheel of a car.  You drive up to an intersection and pull 

into the left turn lane as you slow to a stop at the red light.  You watch as the opposing traffic 

passes through the intersection, you see their light turn from yellow to red, and you know that the 

green arrow for your left turn is next.  The light changes – your green arrow appears – and just as 

you are about to start forward you notice one problem: the car in front of you isn’t moving.  You 

pause for a second to give them a chance…nothing!  Your angst builds up a bit as they continue 

to sit obliviously frozen in the face of their chance to move, and finally, you give your horn a 

push as you scream (either out loud or in your mind) ‘Do you not get what this means?  Go!’  

Finally, they awaken from their distracted stupor and begin to pull forward, just in time for the 

light to change again as you are forced to sit through another cycle of waiting – all because they 

wouldn’t go when it was time for them to go! 

 

For weeks leading up to this morning, I’ve been unable to get that image out of my head! 

 

Let’s talk, a bit, about John’s account of the resurrection story.  John’s retelling of this story is, 

by far, my favorite in the Gospels.  The divine glory contrasted with the human reality is 

palpable – and it just brings the experience to life in such rich ways.  It starts, of course, with 

Mary coming to the tomb – presumably (based on the other Gospel accounts) to anoint Jesus’ 

body for burial.  What does she find, but the empty tomb!   

 

Immediately she starts rushing back towards the disciples.  She bounds into the home where the 

disciples are staying and explains what she has seen.  Peter and the other disciple burst out the 

door towards the tomb with Mary alongside.  The other disciple arrives first and sees the empty 

tomb with the linen wrappings lying on the ground but halts at the door.  Peter rushes in to see 

even more evidence of Jesus’ disappearance, and it’s at this point, for the first time, that we get 

some sense of understanding on behalf of Peter and that other disciple.  For Mary, however, not 

so much. 

 

Peter and the other disciple return to their homes, and we get this remarkable image of Mary 

crying outside the tomb – clearly still unaware of the wonder that has occurred.  Mary finds 

herself face to face with Jesus – but still doesn’t get it.  Finally, Jesus calls her by name, Mary’s 

heart is opened to the reality of the resurrection, she cries out ‘Rabbouni!’ and what is the first 
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thing that Jesus says?  “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But 

go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.’”  Mary finally realizes what has happened, and what is the first thing that Jesus says?  

‘Go!’ 

 

Beside the entry to the empty tomb, face to face with his beloved friend, Jesus is that driver 

patiently, yet impatiently, waiting for the other to realize what’s going on.  Calling her name was 

him beeping the horn, and all he wants for her to do is look up, realize the truth of what’s before 

her, and go!  And it’s that moment – that moment of Jesus calling out to Mary and saying ‘Go!’ 

– that has really grabbed my heart and mind this Easter. 

 

I never really thought about it before this year – but Jesus uses that word a lot. 

• To the twelve he says, ‘Go to the lost sheep of Israel.’ 

• To the rich young man he says, ‘Go, sell all you have and give it to the poor.’ 

• To the leper he heals he says, ‘Go, show yourself to the priest.’ 

• To Bartimaeus, upon restoring his sight, he says, ‘Go, your faith has made you well.’ 

• After telling the story of the Good Samaritan he tells his listeners, ‘Go, and do likewise.’ 

 

I could go on and on with these.  I did a quick look, and Jesus uses the word ‘go’ well over 100 

times in the Gospels.  Now, obviously some of them or more directive than others, but there is a 

clear and distinct theme that emerges from Jesus in this.  Whether it is to a crowd listening to his 

teachings or to an individual in the wake of some miraculous healing, Jesus consistently follows 

the good news, or the miracle event, with the command to go – to do – to live out the wonder of 

what they’ve just experienced, seen or heard.   

 

Even to the moment of his ascension, it is this message that Jesus proclaims.  Remember 

Matthew 28, in the wake of the resurrection story, the disciples go to the mountain in Galilee to 

see Jesus, they worship him, and Jesus proclaims, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you.” 

 

We see it again and again in the Gospels.   

• ‘You have been healed, so go!’   

• ‘You have been changed, so go!’   

• ‘You have been forgiven, so go!’   

• ‘You have been saved, so go!’ 

 

Those who have been with us for our weekly services throughout Lent know that, for the past 7 

weeks, we have centered our hearts and minds on the places in which God is at work in our lives.  

Being formed, being healed, being strengthened, being changed, being grown in righteousness, 

being empowered, being guided, and being loved…these are themes that we’ve drawn out each 

Sunday, and today we put an exclamation point on that journey as we are reminded that, by way 

of the cross and through the power of the empty tomb, we are saved!  Victory is ours.  The 

reward is ours.  Life eternal is ours.  And today, we are Mary standing at the entrance to the 

empty tomb – we’re staring into the face of the risen Christ – and he has one thing to say: ‘Go!’ 
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We can talk about it in the language of Jesus and the new commandment – the ‘maund’ of 

Maundy Thursday – in which we are reminded that we are to love others as Jesus has loved us.  

We can talk about it in the language of Paul who reminds us that this new creation that we are in 

Christ Jesus is a creation that was created for good works.  We can use all sorts of different 

frames around it, but the end result is the same – we are at the light, and Jesus is behind us 

honking the horn and calling out, ‘Don’t you get what this means?  Go!’  ‘Go…and do…and 

be…a reflection of all that I have done…and been…and am…for you!’ 

 

For the last 7 weeks we’ve talked about the remarkable ways in which God is at work in us, what 

we have called the ‘eds’ of faith.  Today we put an exclamation point on that journey as we are 

reminded that, by way of the cross and through the power of the empty tomb, we are saved!  

Victory is ours.  The reward is ours.  Life eternal is ours.  In the weeks ahead, we’re going to flip 

coin to the other side as we move from the ‘eds’ to the ‘ings’ and talk about what we’re doing 

about it.  Not just changed, but changing.  Not just comforted, but comforting.  The list goes on.  

In the weeks ahead, we’ll talk a lot about what this looks like in our lives, and in our world, in 

2021 and beyond.   

 

For today, however, my heart is simply drawn to that one moment, to that one word, to that one 

reminder that Jesus proclaims again and again.  Just take this day to consider what God has done 

for you.  Just take this day to be reminded of what the empty tomb means for your today, your 

tomorrow, and your always.  Just take this day and realize that we are – each and every one of us 

– Mary.  We are staring into the eyes of the risen Christ, and in the face of that wondrous and 

incomparable miracle, Jesus has just one thing to say: ‘Go!’  ‘Go…and do…and be…a reflection 

of all that I have done…and been…and am…for you!’  Take this day to just consider all that 

God has done for you in Christ, and then hear that call, and go! 

 

May it be so, and Amen! 
 

 

 

 


