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I’ll never forget it…  It was driving from WI to NJ to start my first year of seminary, and along 

the way I stopped in OH to visit an old college friend along the way.  I was 22 years old, and 

going through some challenges that were eating at me at the time, so I spent some time that 

evening sharing some of those things that were weighing on my heart.  We spent hours talking, 

she listened to all I had to say, and then at the end of the evening, as I was about to leave, she 

said, “I will pray for you!”   

 

As amazing as this may seem, that was the first I’d ever heard those words.  Having grown up 

the son of a Minister… having spent the previous 6 years pursuing my own journey towards 

ministry… I’d never had anyone say those words to me before.  It struck me to the heart.  Now, 

words such as those quickly raise the theological questions regarding the power of prayer – the 

nature and efficacy of prayer – but that’s another conversation for another time.  Because, what 

those words spoke to me in that moment were, “I’ve heard you.  I know you are hurting.  And, 

this is how I’m going to walk alongside and make sure you know that you are never alone!”  It’s 

a moment that I’ve remembered for these years since, and it is a lesson that I held dear in my 

years in ministry that have followed. 

 

You see, one the great challenges we face in life – particularly when we see another who is 

hurting – is that we are ‘fixers’ at heart.  When we see a problem, we want it resolved.  When 

something is broken, we seek to fix it.  When a relationship is in disrepair, we long to repair it.  

We’ve talked about this before.  When something isn’t right in our lives, we tend to go to God 

with our instructions on how to make things better.  And, when something isn’t right in the life 

of others we love, we want to find ways to fix that too!   

 

The thing is, it often just doesn’t work that way! 

 

Just consider, if you will, how often we talk, in one way or another, about this very issue of us 

coming to God with our needs and our instructions on how to fix our problems.   

• We talk about the difference between seeking God’s service to our needs and seeking 

God’s presence in our lives.   

• We talk about the distinction between coming to God for a snap snap the of the divine 

fingers that will fix it all and coming to God for comfort strength in the face trials.   
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• We talk about the fact that the promise of our faith is never that God’s going to pave the 

way for some sort of an effortless Utopian journey through life, but that God is going to 

come alongside to during those turbulent moments to bolster our spirits, strengthen our 

weakness and calm our unrest.   

 

Again and again, from one perspective to the next, we talk about the fact that God isn’t going to 

make it all easy, but that God is always going to be there to journey with us along the way.  And, 

then we turn with some sort of blind arrogance and think that it is our role and ability to fix 

everything that’s broken in the lives of those around us. 

 

The thing is, it often just doesn’t work that way! 

 

As we look at our passage from John this morning, it is often verse 35 that gets all the attention.  

As many of you may recall, John 11:35 is the verse that is often noted as the shortest verse in all 

of the Bible.  While a bit longer in our NRSV translation, in the King James version it is simply 

2 words – 9 letters – Jesus wept.  When we get beyond the trivia, however, there is something 

compelling about the scene that John paints here.  A few days after first getting word about 

Lazarus’ death, Jesus makes his way towards the home.  He first encounters Martha distraught 

over the death of her brother, who then goes and brings Mary, who drops to Jesus’ feet in tears.  

John tells us that Jesus is so moved by her tears, and those of the others who were with her, that 

he himself enters into that grief as he weeps alongside. 

 

Now, it is undoubtedly important to note that, in this particular circumstance, Jesus does go on to 

fix the problem.  He brings Lazarus back to life and joy is restored.  I think that that moment of 

Jesus enveloping himself in their grief, however – that moment of Jesus entering into their grief 

to weep alongside – is a pivotal reminder of the fact that, sometimes, this was what Jesus did. 

 

There is no question that Jesus fixed a lot of things in his time (and intentionally broke some 

others), but I think we have to remember that there were plenty of times where he didn’t.  There 

were the miraculous healings, the expulsion of demons, and the resurrection to life.  There were 

plenty of things that Jesus, through divine power, ‘fixed’ in the lives of those he met.  But, there 

were also the sinners that he welcomed, the infirmed with whom he ate and the broken with 

whom he spent his time.  There were plenty of times that Jesus worked those miracles in the 

lives around him, there are plenty theories as to the purpose behind those miracles, and you can 

run yourself down quite a rabbit hole if you start trying to ask why this one and not that one and 

that one and not this one.  There were also so many times, however, where Jesus simply entered 

in to walk alongside those who so needed to know the love of God in their lives.  And, it’s on 

that moment – that example – that I really want to set our hearts today. 

 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” Paul writes, “the Father of mercies 

and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 

console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are 

consoled by God.”  (2 Corinthians 1: 3-4).  It’s a lesson husbands end up learning with their 

wives…that parents end up learning with their children…that young and dewy-eyed clergy need 

to learn in their ministries…  We are ‘fixers’ at heart.  When we see a problem, we want it 

resolved.  When something is broken, we seek to fix it.  When a relationship is in disrepair, we 
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long to repair it.  We’ve talked about this before.  When something isn’t right in our lives, we 

tend to go to God with our instructions on how to make things better.  And, when something isn’t 

right in the life of others we love, we want to find ways to fix that too!   

 

The thing is, it often just doesn’t work that way! 

 

Sometimes, what we need to do is be for others that which we know God has promised to be for 

us.  In all of those weeks of the Lenten season, in which we explored that which God is doing in 

our lives, one of the things we explored the comfort that God brings into our lives.  In her 

sermon reflecting on being comforted, Julie reminded us that taking up the cross and following 

Jesus not only meant that we would bear the burden, but that in doing so we would stand with 

Jesus and the comfort that he brings.   

• In Jesus, God offers to nourish our spirits in ways that we’ll never hunger again.   

• In Jesus, God offers to be the yoke that will share the burdens that we bear.   

• In Jesus, God doesn’t offer solutions to our every problem or smooth-sailing to our every 

day.   

• In Jesus, God offers the comfort and peace of knowing that when the weight of life’s 

crosses bears down upon us, we are not alone! 

 

We said it so many times these past few months.  From one week to the next, our exploration of 

God’s work in our lives became a reminder that we are never alone in facing the tumult this 

world can thrust upon us.  What Paul is proclaiming in those words to the Corinthians, however, 

is the reminder that it is precisely this that is the heart what, so often, we can bring to those we 

love.  In this world plagued with problems and filled with fixers, sometimes that which we have 

to offer is comfort…consolation.  In this world that can seem so heavy at times, sometimes the 

most important thing we can do is remind another that, just as we are not alone in God – neither 

are they. 

 

Now, please don’t get me wrong.  I think the bifurcated moments of Jesus in the Lazarus story 

are an imperative reminder in all of this.  None of this is meant to become a license for Christians 

to throw up their hands as we resolve ourselves to living with the world’s problems and simply 

give up on making a difference.  That’s not the Christian call – and that is most certainly going to 

come up in the weeks ahead.  There are problems that need to fixed, and for some we are the 

ones who need to do the fixing.  There was moment for Jesus, in the Lazarus story, where it was 

time to fix things – and there will be plenty for us as well. 

 

There was also a moment in that story, however, where it was time for Jesus to simply enter in.  

There was a moment for Jesus to weep with them in grief.  There was a moment for Jesus to say, 

“I’ve heard you.  I know you are hurting.  And, this is how I’m going to walk alongside and 

make sure you know that you are never alone!”   

 

There will be plenty of moments in our lives at which we need to stand up and do the 

work…make the change…become active agents of God’s reparative work in this world.  There 

will be many others, however, I’d suggest perhaps even most, where the work either begins with, 

or simply is, our willingness to enter in… to take hand… to offer an ear… to lend a shoulder… 

to share a tear… to enter in and say, ‘I know that in God I am not alone, and I’m going walk 
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alongside, so that you can know that too!’ 
 

 

 


