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I have to admit that I have found myself feeling a bit disheartened at times, over the past week or 

two, by the nature of the conversation surrounding the next phase of Covid vaccinations in the 

United States.  As we all know very well, there was an initial build-up of both supply and 

implementation that meant that demand far outweighed supply for the first few months of this 

year.  There was a group that I might call ‘vaccine eager’ that were very ready to receive it, and 

who were notably proactive in seeking it out.  That demand, alongside the rapidly increasing 

availability of vaccinations, is what generated that consistent uptick in vaccinations over the 

course of the past few months. 

 

It has become increasingly clear in recent weeks, however, that we seem to be running towards 

the end of that group.  Supply and opportunity has continued to grow, but the demand has 

dropped dramatically – leading to a significant slow-down in the rate of vaccinations both locally 

and nationally.  I don’t think any of this is news to anyone listening today.  What has stood to 

me, however, has been the heart of the conversations about the best ways to encourage more 

individuals to become vaccinated in the weeks ahead. 

 

Now, before I go any further with this, I want to be abundantly clear, here, that I am in no way 

trying to make an argument regarding personal decisions on this from the pulpit.  There are 

many, many, reasons that people make differing decisions in such things, and I simply do not see 

that personal decision as something that falls within the jurisdiction of our faith.  The Bible has 

little to say about vaccines or Covid 19, and despite the fact that we have colleagues who have 

argued both for and against things throughout the pandemic, I am not going to stand up here and 

claim some Biblical authority on this.  Those are questions for doctors, epidemiologists and other 

scientists – not the Church.  What the Bible does speak to, however – that to which faith does 

offer a clear voice – is the question of that which ought to be a part of the equation.  And, it’s 

there that I’ve run into struggles with the public discourse that seems to be unfolding regarding 

this next wave of vaccinations in our country. 

 

In short, the question is on the incentive.  As public health officials seek to find ways to 

encourage individuals to receive vaccines, the conversation has increasingly turned to the 

question of what best incentivizes that decision.  In essence – the named issue is that too much 

focus has centered on the greater good, that there is not enough perceived personal gain in 
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getting vaccinated, and that, in order to entice people to seek the vaccine, officials need to find 

ways to make it worth their while to do so.  Or, if I can put it another way, public health officials 

are running up against the reality that many people are only ever going to be reached by means 

of answering the question, “What’s in it for me?” 

 

Before I go any further, allow me to publish my disclaimer again.  I’m not making any argument 

about any decision that any individual should make regarding vaccinations, mitigation strategies, 

or any of a thousand other things surrounding this gauntlet of frustration we’ve experienced over 

the past 14 months.  There are many reasons to make varying decisions, and while I have my 

reasons for my decisions, I don’t think one can offer a clear and distinct Biblical argument on 

these questions on the individual level.  It’s far too nuanced a conversation for that.  What I will 

say, however, is that if the only filter we are using to make such decisions in our lives is the filter 

of what’s in it for me – the Bible has a lot to say about that! 

 

Despite having talked about it for the last five minutes, this sermon isn’t about vaccines or 

anything Covid specific at all – it’s about the lens we use to make these, and countless other, 

decisions every day.  While I’m hopeful that scientists are correct in their claims that 

vaccinations are the route out of this, and prayerful that we will meet that moment sooner than 

later, my disheartened reaction to this conversation is not because individuals are making 

decisions that they feel are best in their circumstance – it’s not about the question of vaccines at 

all.  My disheartened reaction to this conversation is that we all come at it with that underlying 

assumption – that resolved acceptance – that the fundamental argument we need to make to 

anyone, regarding most anything, is grounded in answering the question of what’s in it for them. 

 

“Let us then pursue what makes for peace and mutual upbuilding.”  (Romans 14:19)  I don’t 

think Paul could say it any more clearly!  We’ve talked about this passage in the past, but for the 

sake of a review, context matters here.  Paul’s letter finds itself in the midst of an increasingly 

diverse Church filled with people of extremely diffuse backgrounds.  On the one hand are those 

of the Jewish tradition who have followed into what they perceive to be the continuation of their 

faith through the now-realized Messiah of Jesus.  For these individuals, Christianity is not a new 

faith, it is the extension – the fulfillment if you will – of the faith they already knew.  So, for 

them, all of those practices of their Jewish heritage and faith were still imperative to their 

faithfulness.  Cleanliness, circumcision, diet, the sabbath…these were all things that were just as 

essential to their practice under the Way of Christ as they were prior to the coming of the 

messiah. 

 

On the other hand, you have the gentile converts.  The gentiles were non-Jews who had come to 

believe in the teachings and message of Jesus.  They had the same compelling faith and devotion 

as the Jewish Christians, but they didn’t have the same compulsion to follow those Jewish 

practices.  For them, Jesus brought forth a new way of faith that didn’t depend on the tenets of 

the Jewish tradition, and it wasn’t important for them to adhere to those standards of cleanliness, 

circumcision, diet, and so forth.   

 

We see this discord play out frequently in Paul’s letters, and in this 14th chapter of the letter to 

the church in Rome, Paul is speaking specifically of the question of diet.  The Jewish Christians 

had very specific standards and practices of what they could eat and what they could not – as 
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well as when, how, with whom, and so forth.  The Gentile Christians just wanted to throw 

everything they could on the buffet and dig in.  It’s to these Gentile Christians then, that Paul 

writes, “I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is 

unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean.  If your brother or sister is being injured by what you 

eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom 

Christ died.”  (Romans 14: 14-15)  To these Gentile Christians, wanting to govern their diet by 

their own standards, Paul writes, ‘You’re right – you can eat whatever you want and it doesn’t 

impact you.  But, it does impact them – and that matters too!’  Or, if I can put it another way, ‘In 

faith, the question never ends with what’s right for me, but always extends to what is right for 

we.’ 

 

“Let us then pursue what makes for peace and mutual upbuilding.”  (Romans 14:19)  One of the 

fundamental tenets of the living out of our faith is that shift from ‘me’ to ‘we.’  In this series in 

which we are looking at the ‘ings’ of faith, the corollary message for this sermon, from our 

Lenten series on the ‘eds’ of faith, was ‘strengthened.’  In that message, we talked about the 

bootstrapping nature of our society and the fact that one of the great promises of our faith is that 

we never have to go it alone.  After reflecting on the story of Joshua and God’s promise to be 

with him, and us, every day, we concluded that message with these words: 

We are not inherently strong or capable people ready to take on anything this world throws 

at us…  [but we are people who can] rest in that foundational reminder that we don’t need to 

be – because we are never alone.  In this world that can leave us tossed about – we are never 

alone.  In this pandemic that has led to a sense of unparalleled isolation for so many – we 

are never alone.  In our trials… in our tumult… in our despair… we are never alone.  It is 

not that we are strong, capable, independent people who can fill the biggest shoes this world 

ever needs us to fill.  No, it is that, no matter what path we’re walking, we can be strong and 

courageous, because the Lord our God is with us wherever we go, and we can do all things 

through him who strengthens us. 

 

I bring us back to that message because in that ‘other side of the coin’ manner of this series, we 

run up against the profound reality that it’s not just that we have the promise that we are not 

alone, but that we have the call to live in light of that reality.  God strengthens us.  God upbuilds 

us.  Despite our tendencies towards demonstrable independence, God is there to be for us that 

which we cannot be for ourselves.  In God, we are strengthened and upbuilt.  But, because, in 

God, we are strengthened and upbuilt, living in God we need to be strengthening and upbuilding.  

We have to conquer our radical independency as we realize that we are not alone and can depend 

on God, and then we have to conquer that same radical independency as we realize that we are 

not alone – and that others are depending on us! 

 

I make no Biblical proclamations on what the right decision is for any individual circumstance 

on vaccines, mitigation strategies, or any of a thousand other things surrounding this gauntlet of 

frustration we’ve experienced over the past 14 months.  There are many reasons to make these 

decisions, and I simply don’t believe that one can offer a clear and distinct Biblical argument on 

these questions on the individual level.  It’s far too nuanced a conversation for that.  What I will 

say, however, is that, be it for this or for any other choice we make in life, if the only filter we 

are using to make such decisions is the filter of what’s in it for me – the Bible has a lot to say 

about that! 
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Paul couldn’t have said it any more clearly.  “Let us then pursue what makes for peace and 

mutual upbuilding.”  (Romans 14:19)   
 

 

 


