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I’ve had the opportunity, over the years, to be part of a number of worship services being led by 

those who have limited opportunities to preach.  Sometimes it’s been a seminary student who 

only preaches once in a great while, other times an individual serving as a guest, and a classic 

scenario is the new Minister delivering what is often called the ‘neutral pulpit’ sermon in front of 

the search committee for a church with whom they are exploring a relationship.  What I have 

found to be a near constant in all of these circumstances is that these preachers tend to try to 

cover the gamut in one fell swoop.  They have so much to say, and so little opportunity to say it, 

that they try to cram it all in that one message.  In many ways, I have to admit that that’s kind of 

how I feel today! 

 

Today marks the end of this post-Easter series on the ‘ings’ of faith.  At the same time, it also 

marks the end of the past 3.5 months that we’ve spent on this ‘two sides of the same coin’ series 

in which we spent Lent on the ‘eds’ of faith – those things that God is doing in our lives – and 

then into this spring ‘ings’ focus on how we are carrying those same things into the lives of 

others.  And, this culmination of the series is all happening on this Pentecost Sunday in which we 

remember and rejoice in the gift of the Spirit.  So, it’s true, I’ve felt for a while that I was going 

to be trying to cover the gamut in one fell swoop this morning.  But, it all kind of came together 

in a conversation I had after our services last Sunday. 

 

For those who were not here, and as a reminder of those who were, last Sunday’s reflections 

were on the concept of forgiveness.  We spoke of how we’d been forgiven by God through the 

gift of the cross and how that forgiveness comes with a call to bring the same to others.  Despite 

our attempts to modulate that call into something a bit easier or more comfortable, the call 

doesn’t come with such caveats.  There was nothing easy or comfortable about the cross – about 

God’s forgiveness of us – and the same can be said of our call to forgive others.  That’s where 

we left the message last week. 

 

It was after that service that I was speaking with one of our members who asked, ‘Are you going 

to go the next step?  Are you going to highlight that the capacity for us to offer that forgiveness 

is not ours but from Jesus?’  ‘If I try to forgive others on my own,’ they said, ‘I fail.’  ‘It’s the 

power of God in Christ that allows me to do so.’  I reflected on that question for a while last 

week.  I considered the fact that I hoped some of that notion was imbued in all we had been 
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saying – because in many ways that’s the heart of this whole series on the ‘eds’ and ‘ings’ of 

faith – that we are carrying forth that which we have received from God in Christ.  But, it was in 

the wake of that conversation that this whole conglomeration of topics crystalized, for me, in that 

Pentecost event of which we read in Acts 2. 

 

It’s a remarkable event that is painted for us in these verses, and I’m not going to spend 

extensive time detailing all of those things out.  Because for me, today, it’s the last four words 

that we read that I think can serve to bring these last 3.5 months together.  After all of the events 

of that gathering – the tongues as of fire, the foreign languages being understood by all, the awe-

inspiring wonder of the moment – these people start looking around to one another and asking 

that final question, ‘What does this mean?’  The answer, I would suggest (and you’ve heard me 

say this before), is that what it meant was that God wasn’t done! 

 

This gathering was in the wake of the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Many who were gathered 

here had played some role or another in the ministry of Jesus.  They had seen him arrested.  They 

had witnessed his suffering and death.  They had experienced his resurrection and watch the 

ascension.  And now, that story was over.  That journey was complete.  God’s work in Jesus had 

been fulfilled.  Or, so they thought!  What this moment meant was that they were wrong.  What 

this moment meant was that God still had more to do in and through them.  What this meant was 

that God was not done.  God was not done working in them and God was not done working 

through them.  What this meant was that this story, as the song goes, had ‘only just begun.’ 

 

What struck me, as I shared that conversation about the sermon on forgiveness last Sunday is 

that, in many ways, the past 3.5 months have been one, long, Pentecost sermon.  As we made our 

way through our Lenten series – as we reflected on being formed, healed, comforted, 

strengthened, changed, forgiven, empowered, guided and loved – what we were doing, most 

often, was reflecting on the active work of God’s Spirit in our lives.  We were owning the reality 

that we are not yet where we can be, and we were rejoicing in the gift of this Spirit that works 

within us to help us to move from here towards there.  The ‘eds’ side of the coin was, at heart, a 

reflection of the gift of the Spirit remaining ever-active in our lives. 

 

Then, as we moved to the ‘ings’ side of things – as we talked about changing, comforting, 

strengthening, guiding, forming and forgiving – what we were reflecting on is those places in 

which that Spirit then grows to work not only in, but through us.  One of the constant themes that 

came out in our ‘eds’ portion of the series is that it is not wholly dependent upon our capacities 

for us to grow from where we are to where we can be.  What we need to do is leave room for the 

Spirit to work, and the rest can follow.  What I think has been perhaps a little less obvious, but is 

equally as important, is that the same is true for the ‘ings’ side of that coin.  It is not wholly 

dependent on our capacities to do all of these things in the lives of others, it is for us to leave 

room for the Spirit to work through us that they may be done. 

 

When we read stories of Jesus washing the feet of the disciples, or hear him critique James, John 

and the others as he kind of inverts the normal social construct and leads them to think of 

themselves as servants to those in their lives, the underlying message that comes through there, 

and in so many places in the Gospels, is that we are to enter into the lives of others as did Jesus 

himself.  What is a key point in that that is so often missed, however, is that Jesus repeatedly 
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makes clear that it is not just him, but God at work through him, that Jesus brings into that 

situation.  Now, we can get into all sorts of theological questions about the humanity and divinity 

of Jesus and how that plays into this, but the point is that Jesus didn’t enter into the lives of 

others solely as a man, he entered into the lives of others as a vessel for God at work.  He played 

a part.  He had a role.  He had to be an active participant in what was happening.  But it was 

God’s capacity that defined that which could be achieved and not his own.  That, my friends, is 

precisely the case for us as well. 

 

Over the past 3.5 months we have reflected on the many ways at which God is at work in us, and 

the many ways in which we are called to carry that work into the lives of others.  And, I assure 

you, we have barely scratched the surface of either.  Where we bring it all back together on this 

Pentecost Sunday, however, is with the fundamental reminder that we have a part to play.  We 

have a role to fill.  We have to be a part of both the ‘eds’ and the ‘ings’ of our faith – a part of 

that which God is doing both in and through us.  It is not, however, on us to be the capacity that 

allows it all to happen – that is the Spirit!  If we make room, if we open that door, if we actively 

engage to play our part – we don’t have to be the ones who can do it all.  If we make room and 

we play our part – we get to be the ones in and through whom God’s Spirit is at work.  It’s on us 

to engage.  It’s on us to trust that God is at work.  It is on us to leave room for the Spirit.  It is 

never on us, however, to be the power behind it all.  Whether it is God at work in us or God at 

work through us – the capacity never needs to be ours.  That is the gift of the Spirit – that if we 

trust… if we follow… if we make room… if we become a part of what God is doing… amazing 

things can happen through faith, no matter how much (or more often how little) we bring to the 

table to get it done. 

 

 

 

 

 


