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   From the Pulpit... 
 

“Saying Yes from Wherever You Are, Doing Yes from 

Wherever You Are” 
Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith – Preaching 

Isaiah 6:1-8   Micah 6: 108 

August 8, 2021 

 
Isaiah’s Call to be a Prophet    Isaiah 6: 1-8 

 

We hear from the book of Isaiah chapter 6 God’s invitation or call to Isaiah…and Isaiah’s 

response…listen 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem 

of his robe filled the temple.     

2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces,    

and with two they covered their feet,  and with two they flew.  

3 And one called to another and said:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;   

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet   my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with 

a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched 

your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the 

Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  

 

Saying Yes From Wherever You Are 

 

Isaiah anchors this exchange in a real time with real people, starting out noting the year a king of 

Judah died… and then follows this with fantastic images of winged seraphs, angelically sung 

praise, walls shaking and lips being touched with burning coals…and then the voice of God. 

 

Most of us have probably not experienced a call from God in quite this way. 

But Isaiah’s description gives us something else- that we may be able to resonate a little more 

closely with…For Isaiah’s actual encounter with God   is given to us a something more 

conversational.  God posing a question, “Whom shall I send and who will go for us?” 

And- we should also note, in the midst of  these images of winged seraphs and trembling walls,    



Page #2 

Isaiah himself is not described here as anything special   or as a powerful,   capable pillar of his 

community, – no, he describes himself more as a flawed - imperfect person living among other 

flawed – imperfect people…pretty much a description of any of us. 

 

What stands out here though, is what feels like Isaiah’s immediate response – “Here I am; send 

me!”  It is on these words of response that the hymn we just sang is based.  God stating, he is the 

God who hears and carries peoples pain – and who will he send. 

And in my mind’s eye, Isaiah’s response evokes that picture of the energetic student in class    

who has the answer to every question…waving their hand in the air with a “Pick me, pick me!”  

 

But I wonder how often we respond to God in this way? 

 

I found myself thinking of the game Marco Polo, a call and response game…we played as kids in 

the pool.  The person who was “it” would start out at one end of the pool and while keeping their 

eyes closed – shout out    Marco!   

The rest of us, swam around, answering their call, saying - Polo. And of course, the object of the 

game was that the one calling out Marco would try to catch the rest of us when we answered. 

And while all of us responded to the call “Marco”   we actually did our best to not get caught. 

 

I think for many of us, that’s how a call- or tap on the heart – from God works…we do our best – 

at least at first - not to get caught.   

Usually we are not sure where it will lead us, or we don’t actually want to go where we think it 

will take us, or we know our lives are already full of what we want it full of. 

 

This hymn, “Here I am, Lord”  although known to me for a long time, carried a particular 

meaning for me…at a real time and place in my life.   

It was the first song the bunch of us seminary students sang together at our opening chapel 

service…and honestly most of us were moved to tears.   

But it wasn’t because any of us had made a snap judgement and leapt to go to seminary,   

somehow hearing God say “Go” and then immediately doing so.   

 

No, that wasn’t it, because as we got to know each other, telling our stories, we found that all of 

us had dragged our feet, ignored or questioned the idea that somehow God was tapping our 

shoulder saying- “Who shall I send?   

We talked about feeling like we had accidently intercepted someone else’s call,  or that we had 

been immersed for years in other things…or that we just couldn’t be worthy of whatever it 

meant.      And not one spoke of a burning coal clearing that up.   

 

So, by the time we sang, “Here I am…I will go” in chapel, it carried more of a tone of – finally.  

And I will add that for me- when I said Yes, send me- I also had no picture or plan for a 

result…Ordination? Preaching? Teaching? No idea…just finally a yes, that had to be said. 

 

My story is no more unique or profound than any of yours - and you should tell your stories too. 

– There are and will be many big and small moments through which it will be ours to say…send 

me, from wherever we are in our life.   
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It may come to you like an invitation of a sort, something offered to take part in…or more like a 

question you keep wondering about, that keeps coming back to you.   

 

Listen, for God is speaking to us through the world around us…listen, because sometimes it is 

your time to say,   “Here I am, send me.”  Even if you’re not sure what the end result will be, 

because sometimes that is not the point…Amen. 

 

What God Requires     Micah 6: 1-8 

And next, we hear from the Prophet Micah, speaking of what God requires saying…  

Hear what the Lord says:   Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 

voice.  2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the 

earth;   for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.  

 

3 “O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  4 For I 

brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent 

before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of 

Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 

Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

  

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 

before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?      

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 

give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  

 

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Let’s sing together our hymn  Micah 6:8  (#309) 

  

Doing Yes From Wherever You Are 

 

I cannot speak for the rest of you, but this IS one of my favorite hymns!! I asked that these words 

from the Prophet Micah - and then this hymn be used as a focus for the day I was ordained here. 

I felt then, at that beginning celebration, that the final line, to do justice, and to love kindness,  

and walk humbly with God, was that next step,     

beyond saying, Yes …“here I am, send me” into “doing yes.”  

 

Micah began here in the scripture reading, setting the scene as if in a huge courtroom with 

mountains and hills the judge and jury.  And it is God who is pleading his case before the people:  

What have I done to you, how have I wearied you… while recounting some pretty big history - 

that the people should clearly remember, of God’s saving, liberating, merciful acts. 

 

And given all that, then what does God want from the people?  Here we come to a series of 

questions or assumptions. 

 

At first we get this great scene in which Micah – giving voice for the people -speaks of 
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sacrificial offerings - escalating from one thousand ram - to rivers of oil - to firstborn children.     

Each potential offering rising to such extremities of symbolic sacrifice that can really only be 

rivaled by offering empty words to God.   

 

And these create a deep contrast to the clarity spoken of by Micah about caring for the 

vulnerable; seeing who that is, and what makes that so.     

And highlighting the ultimacy of kindness…which is so much more than just tolerating each 

other. And then, being enabled by a humility that recognizes that we ARE NOT GOD. 

 

And really, when we want to know, what God wants from us in response to all that God is for us,   

it is the same as what God wants for us.  

 

…a way of saying and doing “yes” from wherever we are- justice, loving kindness and walking 

humbly with God.   

And then naturally this answer to what does God want of us…will bring us to another question – 

how do we do that?  And this is the question that can stir our soul, motivate our actions, give us 

purpose while trying to do what is good. 

Both of these readings and hymns that we have reflected on, are framed through questions.  Who 

shall I send…What does God require?   

 

Truly much of the relationship and understanding that we try to seek concerning God and the 

Bible   are sought best in the questions that continue to find us, and the conversations we have, 

with God and with each other- perhaps more so than some of the answers we land on. 

 

These are the things we sing about today. These are the Here I am, send me kind of responses 

and the stories we should share with each other…and then we should come together – making 

sure to talk together about “how to” do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God    

alongside each other.   

 

Amen  

 

Let us move toward prayer singing together, Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 

 


