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   From the Pulpit... 
 

“Together Matters in Matters of Serving Others” 
Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith – Preaching 

Hebrews 10:23-25, 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31 

September 19, 2021 
 

 

Thank you Brother Robert for coming to be with us this morning.  

We are so grateful that our time and work with the community of St. Ben’s has opened again     

to the variety of ways we can volunteer making, taking, and also being together serving a meal 

each month. 

 

Some youth and adults will be together in the kitchen after our worship this morning, making 

some of the casseroles…and some of us will go on Tuesday to plate food and serve the guests 

who come. 

 

Of the variety of pains of separation that we experienced these past many months- one of those 

felt pains was our separation from serving in this way.   

Now, it is important to know that people were served, needs were met, but not through 

volunteers coming together, as we had been…and there has been some very real cost to that.  

  

And indeed, the God embedded need, to serve and care for others was so strong, that we did seek 

out creative ways to serve together.   

 

We held an increased variety of special drives or collections of needed items to take in and send 

out - and you responded. Lunches for Repairers of the Breach were made in individual’s homes 

and dropped off at church to then be delivered to that neighborhood. -A community that 

continued to be served. Mailing packets with both children and adult made items, were 

distributed to families at home, creations made and returned to church, were then be sent out to 

many individuals, reminding them of our care and connection. Even our current collection for 

Afghan refugees draws us together with people   who we haven’t met in person, yet they are a 

part of the expansive body of God’s beloved people and creation. 

 

It is, in the God embedded need to “provoke one another to love and good deeds…to encourage 

one another” that we find ourselves healing, as we come together, as we serve together. 

 

When the Apostle Paul wrote these things to the Church in Corinth, we need to picture beyond 
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our image of the church- as we sit here or come online to this place.  When the Church came 

together; to worship, to teach to fellowship or break bread together…to serve and be part of 

God’s mission…this may have happened in someone’s home, or perhaps in a garden area or even 

temporary spaces…it may have been one place, or several.  There has always been the church - 

or the gathered body of Christ beyond any particular walls. 

 

Using the body as a metaphor for the community gives us something easily understood, as we 

embrace the point that Paul brings to the deeply important concept being the Church…the body 

of Christ in the world.   

 

One of the sources I read, emphasized the complexity of the body - noting that we have 206 

bones, 639 muscles, 6 pounds of skin…and then there are all those veins, arteries, ligaments, fat,    

organs…our brain …and that every time we take a breath,    all these parts work together !   

 

And then Paul gives us some whimsical exaggerations for why together matters- with a tongue in 

cheek reference to a foot critiquing itself for its lack of hand-ness, or an ear, listening to itself    

as it talks about not belonging,  

or an eye that should not speak dismissively to the hand, suggesting it is useless. These 

exaggerations shed light on how together matters in so many ways.   

Through the different roles of eyes, hands, feet, etc…he points to the concept of our - God 

created - diversity that enables us by the interdependence each part has on each other part, for the 

whole and common good. 

 

The image of diversity given here is vital to who we are created to, not only be, but through 

which we are nurtured, healed and encouraged, and grown.  And it is not really about who has 

the power or means to raise others up… 

Yes, as a church- as a people, serving together matters for so many reasons.   

It is the theme assigned for this week in our series on “Together Matters.”  And, I discovered, 

spending time with the scripture I chose for today, what rose up so strongly for me about serving 

together, was the interdependence we have on God and each other. 

 

If one member suffers, all suffer together with it. Each part of us matters to the whole, to the 

common good.  And while some may be seen as weaker…as Paul writes, we are all 

indispensable to each other. 

 

What each “part” or person brings – in serving together   is not really divisible.  

Or maybe better put, one part of the equation of serving together is not really more important 

than any other. 

Let’s look at a couple of ministries we are involved with as an example. 

 

Just One More Ministry: We are, at this point in time, part of that Body of Christ, beyond our 

walls, in a large warehouse and different neighborhoods- in several ways.  We are the part that 

donates bags and food items, that another part sorts and bags up for delivery, and then another 

part drives and delivers the bags of groceries to a number of different neighborhoods.  In some 

cases, there are also some people who receive those groceries and then turn around and cook 

them for their surrounding neighbors. Becoming another body of God’s people in which together 
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matters. 

 

Which part is more important?  Which part or person could Just One More Ministry do without? 

 

How about Soles for Jesus?  Is it the shoes that friends, neighbors, and strangers drop off during 

the Farmer’s Market?  Or the people who gather them in from the market each Saturday?  How 

about the one who delivers them to the warehouse, or the variety of groups that serve together, 

sorting them for shipping to Africa? How about those who end up wearing those shoes to walk to 

school, to work, to draw water, to go about their everyday life?                                                       

All the diversity of parts that make up and depend on the whole. 

 

And let’s review our long history with St. Ben’s Loaves and Fishes:  

Some people or parts of the North Shore Congregational Church body shop and cook, both here 

or in their homes. Another part, or people drive those casseroles and desserts to St. Ben’s, and 

another part serve together on site, making up individual plates of all those items to serve to the 

guests who arrive for a meal.  Which part is more important?                                                                      

The organizers? The shoppers? The cooks, deliverers, servers, guests, neighbors? And implicit in 

all these “parts” or people - is God’s presence. Which part can we do without?  

None- every part,  every person is part of the Body of Christ, that is only whole…together - 

somehow.   

Together, face to face… and when that cannot be, together in Spirit. 

 

In the matter of serving others, it is in realizing – in the very living out of our interdependence    

that draws us toward the “still more excellent way” in which we are shaped by God’s presence 

amongst us, as we become bearers of God’s presence, serving together.                                                         

It is a matter of life … and life. 

 

Earlier, I spoke of the pains of separation we have collectively all experienced these past many 

months, and then how we are beginning to heal - through the variety of ways we come together,    

especially through serving others. 

 

There are other ways we serve together.  The previous week our family came face to face with 

the pain of separation when my nephew died unexpectedly and suddenly. The pain has been 

crushing, and I know it is a pain many of you understand. 

And yet there have been some touches, some small points where healing starts - as the days 

continued and we heard from so many of our family members, uncles, aunts, cousins - who were 

making arrangements to come for the funeral yesterday.  To be together, with and for each other,   

with and for my brother, Miguel’s father.  

 

It is, in our God embedded mutual need to “provoke one another to love and good deeds…to 

encourage one another” that we find ourselves healing, as we come together, as we serve 

together. 

 

Compassion – empathy - given and received…  we bear witness that when we are a people 

together - in any kind of outreach, be it an organization such at St. Ben’s or Soles for Jesus,    

this church, or friends and family…Together matters deeply. 
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Amen?  Amen 

 

Let’s stand together to sing hymn # 491 In Christ We Are One Body 


