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Each week, we come to learn from these texts we read, and the stories they tell us. They are 

inspired words, lessons, stories of God, of Jesus and yet within them we so often find,  as we 

listen in, that God- Jesus is holding up a mirror for us to take another good and challenging look    

at ourselves. 

 

Before the text we just heard, Jesus has spoken to the people around him to be - like a child 

saying, “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 

never enter it.” And while we may hear in this that we are to come to God, with the kind of hope    

or honesty we imagine children bring, but even more -  that we come needing to know ourselves 

as connected to and dependent on God. 

 

And this child like reference is the framing for understanding ourselves as people who gather to 

worship God, needing to know ourselves connected to God     

and humbling ourselves to know we need God.  

And here in this story of the man, Jesus, the disciples and even the image of a camel- is the 

framing for our lives lived out  – even when we aren’t always or exactly clear on what that looks 

like. 

 

As usual, for me it is the questions that draw me in: “What must I do…?” from the man, and 

“Why do you call me good?” from Jesus.  And then of course, from the disciples, “Then who can 

be saved?” 

 

We have the vantage point of hearing this from a different place than the author of Mark’s gospel     

who did not draw on Jesus’ words as ever referencing himself as God.  

 

And so, I found myself dwelling on that question from Jesus, “Why do you call me good?  No 

one is good but God alone.”   

I didn’t hear it as a disclaimer by Jesus, distancing himself from God, but rather found myself 

wondering - as I thought about the idea of Jesus saying this to the man… 
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Isn’t Jesus actually saying, at the beginning of this whole interchange, “Who do you say I am?”     

Why do you call me good?  Who and what does your heart say I am to you?  Because, asking 

that question, lays the groundwork for the rest of their conversation answered to what cries out, 

with a tinge of hopelessness from the disciples when they ask, “Then who can be saved?”  

 

And as much as we want defined guidelines and answers the only response that allows for both 

mystery and the hope that carries and stretches us beyond our possessions and our well-

intentioned actions is: For God all things are possible. 

 

What must I do? The man says.  Do we have any reason to doubt his sincerity?  Are we pre-

disposed to question his motives as insincere or shallow because he seems to have so much in 

terms of material goods and cannot seem- from the fact that he walks away at the close of their 

conversation- to let them go?  

 

I don’t think we should too readily write him off as just another person interested only in 

hoarding what he already has.   

Let’s look at him again.  Clearly, he seems to recognize something is off.  There is, in the image 

we get of him, an inner sense that he is longing for something else. Something isn’t really   

complete in him when he runs to Jesus kneeling or lowering himself before him. 

 

We are told by him of the pious and good way of life he is living, that he has followed the 

commandments…he has been doing what is expected of him as a person of faith.   

And yet he knows what he has now, and the way in which he lives - trying to be a good person 

by doing what he has been taught to do- isn’t “it”-   there is something else he is longing for as 

he kneels before Jesus saying I have done all the right and expected things. 

 

And Jesus looks at the man, and loves him.                                                                            

This is the only person, the only time in all of Mark’s gospel that says this.  

But Jesus doesn’t congratulate or comfort him telling him don’t worry “you’re already in.”  He 

challenges him - and therefore challenges us, even in our own good-hearted caring-ness. He 

loves him and tells him the truth. He takes him way beyond the question of eternal life, and 

grounds him in how to live now.   There is one thing you lack: there is one thing you need most, 

Jesus says, to follow me. 

 

And of all things, for this one who ran to Jesus, knowing he was in need of something- Jesus 

loves him and yet lets him walk away.   

That’s not very comforting for us either. 

 

There is so much more to this story, first of a man who couldn’t give over his possessions   or 

any idea he has about himself, or to the camel who can slide through an eye of a needle easier 

that we can.  We may see here, beyond whatever we imagine about this particular man, a story 

which frames for us a sense that we have of longing…unquenched need…   something we lack, 

or have not yet understood.   

We might look in the gospel mirror and see a life-giving wisdom coupled with hope in the very 

desire to find this somehow in Jesus. 
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What does this mirror show us when we look in it? 

 

Because I believe when it comes down to it, if we think of ourselves in this man’s place- and I 

can believe that’s not hard to do…we are people who wish to do well for others, who want to 

share from what we have, be it time or resources, in order to make a difference.   

But, how many of us hear the story of the disciples dropping everything, their jobs, fishing nets,    

family, responsibility and following, and think-  

well that just seems so unrealistic.  Is that what it means to follow Jesus- 

 then I just can’t do all that.   

 

I came across a quote from Princess Diana that says, “They say it is better to be poor and happy 

than rich and miserable, but how about a compromise like moderately rich and just moody?”   

That seems reasonable, doesn’t it?  I will admit, at times I’d like this to be the answer… 

 

Then, we continue to be the good people we can be…and we don’t look too much deeper.                                  

And this returns us to two possible problems this man had: First that he was stuck - if you will - 

in relying on his own power and knowledge, his own way, to even envision something about 

God’s kingdom.                            

And second, does he seem a bit tunnel visioned when he asks this question, what must I do, for 

himself alone?   

And Jesus’ first response is to invite him toward others, and then invites him toward Jesus 

himself…but the man doesn’t seem ready, which is what grieves him. 

 

Now, we could speculate about this man, wanting to let him - and ourselves off the hook.  

Maybe, just maybe, when the shock wore off he was able to think more about it and came back, 

ready to follow. I mean, he does seem like a good guy, doesn’t he?  But the Bible doesn’t tell us 

this, nor are we here to change or rewrite the Bible.   

The beauty of all the questions we are left with is that they put the mirror up in front of us today    

and draw us to look and wonder at our own response.  And once we step outside of a focus on 

possessions or self-prescribed good living, what do we lack?      It is a really hard question.   

And Jesus’ answer isn’t a helpful list of possibilities we can try on for size,  

it is one thing- to follow him.  And as Christians, aren’t we already doing that? 

   

Yet, it is always for us to look in the mirror of God’s love that challenges us to find how that 

“one thing” lives out in our lives.        

This challenge to us fills the Gospel stories and it reflects on the ancient story from Marty’s 

reflection and the music about Moses last week.   

What is it we must throw down or give over in order to risk picking up God’s way? 

 

Are we comfortable, or challenged?  Are we open to something more than what we expect from 

ourselves and others? 

 

I think we are challenged greatly in these times between the expectations we carry around  and 

our need for grace. 

Paul Wadell wonders what it is within our hearts that make us “most afraid of what we most 

need.” 
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The man in our story grieves and walks away.  What do we imagine he is most afraid of?     

What do we see when we look in the mirror that Jesus, loving us holds up?    

When we get to the part about the camel and eye of a needle- we know the struggle to get 

through it doesn’t come from Jesus, it comes from us.   

But- then again, when we get in our own way and want to walk away from that which we need 

most- even though it might cause us some grief – as people of faith we have hope that Grace will 

turn us around.   

For God all things are possible, and yet it is up to us to trust enough in that - to stop being of 

afraid to follow- beyond what we expect of ourselves or others.  

 

I have once before read a blessing written by Bishop Gene Robinson, as our benediction. Today I 

want to offer it again in part…when we wonder if sometimes, what is the one thing we lack? 

 

God bless you with discomfort; discomfort at easy answers half truths and superficial 

relationships - so that you may live deep within your heart. 

 

May God bless you with anger: anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, 

so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

 

May God bless you with tears: tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, 

starvation and war so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and turn their 

pain to joy 

 

May God bless you with foolishness: enough foolishness to believe that you can make a 

difference in this world so that you may do what others claim can not be done. 

 

And I will add, May God bless you to trust that for God all things are possible. 

 

Amen 

 

 


