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As you may have heard last week, our Advent series this year is intended for us to look together 

at the names and identifiers we have been given as descriptions of Jesus. There are names we 

hear through the prophets, especially during Advent - that were given long before his birth- 

speaking of a child born for us.   

Names so familiar to us from Isaiah- both read and sung again and again through Advent- of the 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 

There are other names or identifiers    that angels, or messengers, offered to Mary, Joseph, and 

some Shepherds - such as Son of the Most High, Messiah, Savior, Jesus, Emmanuel - God With 

Us. Again, names so familiar to many of us, especially at this time of year.  But our question - in 

the midst of all this familiarity with these names, is what do we believe they really means to us, 

what effect does this have in our lives, and the way we live together?   

 

And in the variety of meanings and aspects they describe about Jesus, what are we looking for 

when we turn toward any one of them?  What are you really looking for, when you call out to 

the Wonderful Counselor for some kind of answer?  What power are you hoping to see when it is 

Mighty God…or Prince of Peace? 

 

Jesus, no longer an infant child, asked his disciples - who at this point had been alongside him 

for a while, “Who do you say I am?” Now I don’t think Jesus is looking for them to repeat back 

his name. I believe, he is asking, what claim of truth are you able to say about me and the 

relationship I have in your lives?   

Marty spoke last week, about when Jesus asked the soldiers, who came to arrest him while he 

and the disciples prayed in the garden that final night, “Who are you looking for?” It doesn’t 

seem that Jesus is asking them this to simply name names, in order to help them get the right 

guy. There is something deeper to that question, that frames how we might reflect on and 

question ourselves as we prepare to celebrate the birth and embrace the one we already have, yet 

also actively wait for.   

 

As we wait again to celebrate the birth of THE child who is to be for us, so many things;   
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Savior, Redeemer, Shephard, King, Healer, The Way… what are we expecting?  Really who and 

what is it about this Jesus, are we really looking for…Who and what is it about Jesus we need, in 

our lives now? 

 

This second week of Advent is in many places, the time when the candle of peace is lit.  And so 

we came back to hear again those words from Isaiah, this promise of a child who would be 

called Prince of Peace.  And oh, I believe many of us will say yes, this is certainly who and what 

we need now.  And yet…what do we mean by that? 

 

Our second reading as I noted earlier, comes from the voice of Zechariah, the father of John the 

Baptist. And Zechariah has struggled a bit with belief…you see he and his wife who are “getting 

on in years” are told they will have a child – and even better, a child who will be - great in the 

sight of God.  

And even though they had prayed and prayed for this to- be- so… could it be he didn’t really 

know what he was hoping, or looking for?   Because when this prayer is actually going to be  

answered, Zechariah doesn’t believe it…until later of course, when John is born.  And it is then 

that Zechariah speaks those words of praise and prediction we just heard. Of salvation for the 

people and the promise of peace   and the one who will guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

We watch our world, we live in the world, and wonder. We pray and pray for peace and yet, like 

Zechariah, are we skeptical about who and what we believe the Prince of Peace to be? 

   

We pray for … “the peace of God which surpasses all understanding…” and yet it does indeed 

slip through our fingers.  

 

I imagine, when we pray for peace, it is often with the hope for some conflict - personal,  

community related, or global - to end, to be resolved and put behind us…  

 

What are we looking for, when we hear of yet another school shooting in Michigan, violence 

enacted by a child upon other children and a teacher? What do we see following the tragedy at a 

Christmas parade in Waukesha? 

Are we at peace with the world around us, as we want to dive into all the used- to- be usual 

things…and yet finding ourselves hesitant sometimes, not quite sure how much of the “usual”   

is good?   

 

So, what do we make of this Prince of Peace Isaiah spoke of? The one promised to come,     

given birth, and then grown into a man?  What do we make of this one who will “give light to 

those who sit in darkness…and guide our feet into the way of peace”-  that Zechariah spoke of?  

What do we make of the one who has said, “blessed are the peacemakers” and yet also, “do you 

think I have come to bring peace on earth? No I tell you, but rather division.” How is that also 

the Prince of Peace? 

 

And we might get a glimmer of understanding from Jesus who also said, “Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.”   

 

This Prince of Peace acknowledges that the things we care deeply about, the way we follow or 
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attempt to follow Him, may cause some division in us, in our hearts… and also may cause 

division between us and others. This peace Jesus is and offers, is something more than denial or 

lack of conflict.  It is a peace that seeks to look honestly at brokenness- in ourselves, our 

relationships, in the way we look at the plight of others   we do not really understand.  And then 

heals what is broken or hurt, seeks to forgive the other and ourselves, to allow God’s light to 

shine in whatever darkness we know. Because this Peace is worth knowing…this Peace came to 

love us more than we know how to be on our own.  

 

Isaiah spoke to a people experiencing chaos and social breakdown - of judgement as well as 

restoration, and always with the underlying point - to rely on God.   

Zechariah and Jesus lived and spoke in a time of widening division and conflict.   

 

The way of peace is not to be without struggle. Jesus didn’t avoid conflict; he was so often in the 

middle of it.   

 

And yet today we anticipate his coming and light the candle of peace. Because even in our 

awareness of conflict, struggle, uncertainty that seems to be a way of life for us now.  These 

things are real    and part of our lives. And yet, even in it all, we can both wait for and receive 

this child.  Born for us, to be God with us. We can receive the gift of peace. Because this is who 

we are looking for.  The living and to be lived promise that God loves us more than any of our 

circumstance.  

 

There is a comfortable and comforting peace I know I feel, and perhaps for you it is something 

like this.    When I am just quietly with a loved one or thinking about them.    When I am singing 

a hymn – here with all of you – that touches my soul. When candles and Christmas lights warm 

my eyes and the room I am in. When I feel God’s presence, for no particular or explainable 

reason.    These are things of this world that cause moments of peace. 

 

And still- it is so, because God IS.  Because God chooses to be God with us. This is tangibly 

true!  We wait and prepare during Advent   to understand this, to receive this.   

 

The images and warmth of a child wrapped in swaddling clothes,  and angels singing peace on 

earth, goodwill to all people are bringers of peace.  And all of this is true, because God is.                                                                                                           

And even as we enjoy, even relish these things that bring moments of peace, let the way of peace 

disturb and change you.  Let the way of peace heal you.  Let the way of peace be with you. 

 

So how do we, during Advent or any time prepare for the Prince of Peace?  Receive Him and be    

peace!                 What are you looking for? 

 

As we prepare for Christmas in the many ways we do. As we enjoy and yet also long for 

peace…it is a good time to give ourselves over to the question of what – these things we believe 

or name about Jesus-  actually mean in our lives.  How do we allow ourselves to be affected by 

this very real, not just a lovely story Jesus Prince of peace – healer? Mighty God – creator and 

giver of light? 

 

I pray that we may see the growing light in the darkness…the tender mercy of our God who does 
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and will… guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 

On this Communion Sunday of Advent as we come to the table, we will give voice together to 

our need for God to heal what is broken in us and through us.  We are reminded as we come to 

this table, that so much of the peace we long for, doesn’t come through our idea of strength and 

power. It comes through healing, it comes through forgiveness. It is there we must look when we 

seek the Prince of peace.   

 

May we open ourselves to receive and be sent out to be bringers of that peace.  Amen 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


