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We are so close to Christmas now, just days away from the Candlelight services of Christmas 

Eve and whatever other types of celebrations you are planning.    

 

And as we draw closer, we have the opportunity to ask ourselves again, what are we looking for   

in all this? What, really, are we waiting for as we try to think about the meaning of this gift of 

Love that comes to us? 

 

And that is the name of Jesus I wanted to focus on for this fourth Sunday of Advent. Love.  It is 

the meaning we have attributed to the candle we lit on our Advent wreath today.   

 

And as I contemplated, which name to focus on for this Sunday – drawing on the Advent theme 

Marty and I have framed these past few weeks around, I thought about the plethora of names or 

identities of Jesus that we have to consider. Such as Immanuel, Prince of Peace, Mighty God,    

Savior, Shepherd, Wonderful Counselor,  Light of the World…and I thought about what God 

offers us within the broad spectrum of all these names - and realized there is only one word that 

can fold in and hold all these ideas or names for Jesus, and that is - Love. 

 

I will admit, I have also had ringing in my ears the song, “Love Came Down at Christmas”    

because the title seemed to say to me that “Love” could qualify as a name for Jesus.  And in a 

little while when we will sing this song together you can see what you think about that. 

 

Now you may have noticed, neither of our readings this morning are particular to an Advent 

season of the year. What we read and heard are not words from the voices of prophets - long 

before Jesus, foretelling of a Messiah to come, anticipating and offering the hope of what God 

will do.  

 

Our Call to Meditation in the order of worship quotes John 3:16, of what God has done.     

Words so well-known    and even plastered on billboards for all to see: “For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only son…”  But how do we receive this now? 
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We have from 1 Corinthians, the gift of love portion that Marty just read - again, so well-known     

and heard by many of us at weddings, as an ideal of love to begin married life with. Yet it is 

more than a desirable - yet difficult ideal to achieve for marriage, as it actually describes the 

fullness of God’s love for us all.  The expansive nature and character of God, that we grow to 

know   through the person of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection.                                                                     

Love that will not end.  Love that endures all things.  Unconditional love.                                                   

And yet we shouldn’t take that gift too lightly - as if unconditional love means it is given    

without expecting anything in return. Because I believe God…Jesus…Love comes to us - 

through the birth of the child we celebrate…because God intends and expects to be known by us 

in this way. 

 

And so, as we remain,  just a little longer in Advent, pondering what it is we are anticipating, or 

waiting to receive from this Jesus of many names and ways - we might also look to His great 

commandment - to love each other as He has loved us, …and know that we continue to trip up 

on that commandment.   

And this is where the incarnation of Christmas comes full circle again…the beloved words, God 

SO loved the world that he gave… 

God became the fullness of love for us in flesh and blood.  God gave this LOVE to all flesh and 

blood. 

 

Our words from 1 John might also be understood as a name for Jesus as it says, God   is   Love.     

Now, John might have said, God is Mighty God,  or Prince Peace…God is Wonderful 

Counselor.  And they would all ring true.                                                                                                                      

When we ponder what any of these names or identities mean to us and what they tell us of  who 

Jesus is-  well, there are different circumstances that draw us toward one or the other, different 

times and needs in which God meets us.  

Mighty God, when we hope for a power or control we know we do not have. Or Peace during 

times in our lives when we long for healing, for anxieties to be soothed.  Wonderful Counselor    

during times when knowledge or wisdom is oh so lacking in ourselves or in others. 

 

And again, this is where the reality of the incarnation, Jesus born into the world, meets us as 

Love. Not theoretical or some sweet sentimental idea of love, but the very real and see-able 

embodied love of God.  Jesus… God’s love in action…knowable. And everything is formed and 

informed by this:  creation, peace, forgiveness, healing, humility, life. Love came down to us,   

in the very tangibility of Jesus, helpless infant, leader and friend, healer and miracle maker.   

Knowable love.                                                                                                                                                          

This Love is what drew us here together today.  This Love is what makes us a Church.  This 

Love is who we are waiting for. 

                                                                                                                                                                    

Now, we all know and appreciate that some of the beauty of Advent and Christmas comes to us    

through music. It soothes and comforts, excites and inspires us, it sparks memories and fresh 

hope.   As I said at the beginning, I have had the song “Love Came Down at Christmas” in my 

head for days.  This isn’t a carol or hymn I remember from my childhood.  It is relatively new to 

me, and I am not sure that it has been sung all that often here.  But the title and lyrics met the 

idea of Jesus named Love. 
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Music can preach the Gospel, and among the many pieces that do so, there was a line that struck 

me to the heart as I thought about what I believe we are needing most, what we are looking for in 

this child to be born for us.    This God who meets us, this Love that comes to us.   

 

O Holy Night came on in a mix of music I was listening to, and I felt a renewed -aha- when I 

heard again that verse, “Long lay the world…pining,  ‘til He appeared and the soul felt it’s 

worth. 

 

When we are aware of and think about local and global happenings, when struggles of our own,    

or those of others press in on us, when we look or listen and find so much division, that seems to 

take over our sensibilities, we may wonder…                                                                                   

What are we hoping for from Christmas after all? This child, this love that we celebrate as 

coming to us – How did that first Christmas change us?                                                                             

You will hear that question answered as you listen again to that line from O Holy Night-     

“Long lay the world in sin and error pining, ‘til he appeared and the soul felt its worth.” 

 

Is it through our accomplishments, big or small that we find or measure– worth?                                                                                                                                     

We may enjoy accomplishments; we may be proud or even brag on things our children have 

accomplished. From those early days of learning to walk, sharing and picking up toys, good 

grades, to a job or some kind of promotion. Do we measure worth by being good at a God given 

skill, a sport or instrument, winning some kind of contest?  All wonderful accomplishments,                                 

but can any of us here say accomplishments have made us love someone any more or less?   

 

Is it through our giving, big or small that we find or measure worth?  No.  Although how we 

offer things of ourselves to others may be a response to what we know of love, and may be a 

way we show love.                                                                                                                                         

The generosity of people that we have seen lived out - through things such as the Giving Tree or 

St. Ben’s or Repairers of the Breach - or giving done for you through the Benevolence Board;    

the way so many have reacted to recent tragedies, pouring help and resources into them. All 

ways we might respond to Jesus’ great commandment.  

But to be a giver or a receiver in any circumstance cannot be a measure of worth.   

 

So,  what are we looking for, what are we hoping to find, what is it we need from this Jesus we 

are waiting for?  How are we different or changed?                                                                                

If we look to the reality of the incarnation, the child, God come into humanity.  If we look to this 

as Love, we may better see the life he lived, the forgiveness spoken and lived out for all and any,     

the sacrifice, the hope.  

 

We are changed when we truly believe that God so loved the world…  when we know that of all 

the things that press in on our spirit, the greatest of these is Love.  God is Love and comes down 

to us so that we can know it! 

 

How are we changed by Christmas?  Are we moved by things such as accomplishments or 

giving - or can it be(?) only by understanding ourselves as God sees us- as worthy of so great a 

love. 
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The names and ways we know God - through our varying circumstances and times, as bringer of 

peace, and mighty power, as wisdom and counselor   are all summed up   in Love.  And we are 

enabled to seek and receive these things because we trust that God finds us worthy and will be 

our healer, counselor, redeemer, hope and peace.  

 

Do you hear it, do you see it? This gift of love that we are waiting to celebrate, wants you to 

know in the very fiber of your being;  you are worth it.  Let that change you, let that be your 

hope.     

 

Accept the gift that says you are worth it,  and let others know you believe this of them as well.  

It is the Love that came to change the world.   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 


