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I have an old friend who, on social media, does what she refers to as ‘What Wednesdays.’  On 

Wednesday, she posts a ‘What’ question for people to respond to – ‘What was your dream car 

growing up?’  ‘What is your go-to comfort food?’  Things like that.  Well, this past week, in 

preparation for our reflections tonight, I did a modified version of her ‘What Wednesdays’ and I 

posted a ‘Tell me Tuesday.’  We often speak of the Christmas season as a ‘special time of year,’ 

and I asked people to tell me what it is, about the season, that makes it feel special to them.   

  

As expected, I got a fairly broad spectrum of responses.  Family…tradition…celebrating the 

birthday of Christ…slowing down to reflect…the lights...  I had one who shared that it has 

changed over the course of life, but that the common denominator was time – time to play, time 

to sleep, time to catch up on reading, time to be with friends, time to gather with family from 

afar, and so on.  These lists could go on and on.  Sharing presents…the spirit of generosity that 

stems through the season…the decorations in and outside our homes…the gatherings…the 

food…the carols…singing Silent Night to candlelight…  What I anticipated, and received, in 

some of these responses was a variety of that which makes the season special to each of us, and 

that breadth of responses echoed the theme in which we’re spending this entire season of Advent 

and Christmas this year.   

  

As some of you know, we’re spending time, this season, on the names of Christ – the myriad 

titles and descriptors used for Jesus throughout the Bible.  These names for Jesus are a window 

into the meaning and purpose that is born into our lives through this humble child in a manger, 

and each week we’ve delved in to one, or a few, of those names and what they mean for our 

lives.  And, while each week focused in on a particular meaning (or meanings) of this birth, the 

over-arching theme has been the same as that which I received in the breadth of responses to my 

question online.  There is a huge list of names, titles, and descriptors used for Jesus in the Bible – 

hundreds in fact – because that’s what it takes to even begin to cover the breadth of potential and 

possibility that this birth brings to our lives.  It takes hundreds of names to even scratch the 

surface of that which is born into this world – that gift that is lived into our lives – in the Christ-

child.  The question that emerges, however, is what we are going to do with that gift as we 

receive it.  
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The ‘name’ that was set as the focus of tonight’s service was ‘Emmanuel.’  “‘Look, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God with 

us.’”  I’m not sure there is a more fitting title, for Christmas Eve, than that one.  ‘God with us.’  

That’s what this birth is entirely about.  God came to be with us, in the humble form of a child 

(and in the broken state of humanity), so that we might get a glimpse – a window – into the glory 

and wonder that is the presence of God in our lives. 

  

John’s gospel echoes the same sentiment in a different way.  “In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God…And 

the Word became flesh and lived among us…No one has ever seen God.  It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.”  That’s the essence of Emmanuel 

– God made known!  God came to be with us, in the humble form of a child (and in the broken 

state of humanity), so that we might get a glimpse – a window – into the glory and wonder that is 

the presence of God in our lives – so that God might be known! 

  

Think about that for a minute!  God came to be known.  Why?  Because God wants to be known!  

All of those names…all of those purposes…all of that promise that we see in the birth, life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus…God wants us to know that in our lives.  God wants us embrace that in 

our lives.  God doesn’t this to be theoretical.  God came to be with us…God came to be known – 

because God wants to be with us…because God wants to be known!  All of that myriad potential 

that this birth speaks to our lives…God wants that potential to be our reality.  Whatever aspect of 

the birth of the Christ-child we are clamoring for this year, God wants that to made known in our 

every day.  God doesn’t this to be theoretical.  God came to be with us…God came to be known 

– because God wants to be with us…because God wants to be known!  That’s the essence of the 

gift of gifts in this Christmas season – that God came to be known because God wants all of 

those wondrous blessings born in Jesus to be the light and the love in which we live.  God wants 

to be known in our lives.  The interminable question of it all, then, is what we’re going to do 

with that gift as we receive it. 

  

The more I’ve thought about our reflections in worship today, the more I’ve found myself 

thinking about the fact that the manner in which we receive gifts tends to fall into three 

categories.  When we receive a gift at Christmas, we typically will do one of three things with 

that gift. 

 

First – there’s the ‘get rid of it’ pile.  This is the group of gifts that tend to go out almost as 

quickly as they arrived.  We appreciate the thought, and we’re grateful for the gesture of 

friendship or appreciation, but we know it’s never going to do anything more than further clutter 

up that already chaotic storage space, so it needs to move on.  Some items end up in the pile for 

Goodwill.  There might be one that even gets wrapped back up and regifted to your cousin Stacy 

– because her kitchen is filled with those kitschy signs filled with platitudes about the love of 

family making a house a home.  And yes, there are a few – that brick of a fruitcake chief among 

them – that end up in the trash as quickly as the wrapping in which it came.  For any of a number 

of reasons, some gifts simply end up being disposed of as quickly as we received them. 

  

Then, of course, there’s the ‘store it’ pile.  These are the items that will rarely, if ever, see the 

light of day, but, for one reason another, we just can’t get rid of them.  It’s the family heirloom, 
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passed down from father to son, that hasn’t been in style in more than half-a-century, but that we 

wouldn’t dare get rid of.  So, it will go on the shelf in the basement for the next 25 years until we 

can pass it along to our son and let them store it instead.  It’s that itchy wool sweater – with the 

kitten wearing a Santa hat – that Grandma knitted for us that will get buried in the back of the 

closet until she returns for next Christmas and we dutifully don her creation for the two hours we 

can bear until we take it off and stow it away again.  Some things have enough meaning that we 

can’t throw them away, but we’re never going to use it either.   

  

Finally, there are those gifts that we truly embrace as a new blessing in our lives.  The custom art 

that gets a prime spot on the wall…the new kitchen device that becomes a part of our daily 

patterns…the book that we’ve already read cover-to-cover before Christmas turns to New 

Year’s.  These are the gifts that make an impression on our lives and for which we make room in 

our every day.  As a child, I remember a rule that was discussed, at times, in which there was a 

certain expectation that, for each new toy we received we would need to dispose of an old one, in 

order to make room.  Now, in all honesty, I think that rule was more theoretical than real – as I 

don’t ever recall any harsh enforcement of it – but I do remember the dialog.  And, that’s really 

what this third group of gifts is – it’s those gifts that we make room for, that we find a place for, 

that end up taking a central role in our lives, sometimes even at the expense of something else we 

used to hold dear. 

  

The heart of the Christmas story – of the gift that is Emmanuel – is that God wants to be known.   

God doesn’t this to be theoretical.  God came to be with us…God came to be known – because 

God wants to be with us…because God wants to be known!  And, the core of the messages 

we’ve explored throughout this season is that the manifestation of that presence of God can and 

will vary for each and every one of us as the gift of the Christ-child is made known to us in the 

ways that we need it known in our lives, at this moment, today.  Peace to our despair…comfort 

to our guidance…strength to our weakness… wisdom to our confusion… guidance to our 

listlessness… the list goes on and on.  Whatever face of the Christ-child for which we are 

clamoring this year, God wants that to be made known in our every day.   

  

The interminable question of it all, then, is what we’re going to do with that gift as we receive it.  

Christ is born – that’s the glory of this day.  Christ is born Emmanuel, ‘God with us’ – that’s the 

wonder of this gift – that God’s promise and presence was made known to us because God wants 

to be known in every moment of our lives.  The question is what we’re going to do with that gift.   

• Is it going to be tossed away – cast off as that which was a nice gesture but really has no 

purpose in our lives?   

• Is it going to be collecting dust on the basement shelves – something we know we can’t 

throw aside but that really has no place in our day-to-day?   

• Or, are we going to make room?  Is it going to be something that becomes a part of who 

we are and what we do?  Are we going to see the majesty of the gift that is before us and 

know the God who so wants to be known in our lives? 

  

The heart of the Christmas story – of the gift that is Emmanuel – is that God wants to be known.   

God doesn’t this to be theoretical.  God came to be with us…God came to be known – because 

God wants to be with us…because God wants to be known!  The question is what we will do 

with that gift as we receive it. 


