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“A Few Thoughts On…..” 

Over the past couple of months, as we’ve continued to adjust 
our approach to ministries in the face of Covid’s ever-
changing character, I’ve had a few members reach out with 
questions about how, and by whom, some of these decisions 
have been made.  Given the fact that much of this construct 
was put in place nearly two years ago now, it is not at all 
surprising that such questions arise.  So, I want to take this 
month’s newsletter space to share a bit about the history and 
function of the Covid Task Team that has sought to guide the 
church through the gauntlet that has been Covid-19. 

When the world first came to a halt due to the pandemic’s 
emergence in March of 2020, our initial decision to close the 
building to in-person worship was made by our three 
moderators (past, current, and elect) in conjunction with Rev. 
Julie and me.  With no other mechanism in place to make 
such a decision, and no notice or opportunity to seek to 
gather a larger group, this was the best we had to work with 
at the time.  We knew immediately, however, that the 
ensuing maze of decisions was one that needed an 
established team that could be as nimble and responsive as 
the circumstances would require.  It was for this reason that 
the Church Council, in the weeks that followed, formed the 
Covid Task Team for the purpose of setting, evaluating, and 
adjusting our church’s response to the pandemic in the 
months to come.    

The initial team was composed of Bo Dowsett (Moderator), 
Kathy Schill (Moderator-Elect), Catherine Shepard (member-
at-large), Linda Emery (member-at-large), Rick Kieffer, Rev. 
Julie and me.  In the earliest months of the team’s work, 
meetings took place weekly, as the group sought to plot a 
path through what many thought was a pandemic that would 
last a few months.  As the pandemic moved into summer 
(and our next term of officers), Susan Wauck joined the team 
and later that year, of course, Catherine Shepard’s passing 
meant that we missed her voice on the team. 

The Covid Task Team… 
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Throughout 2020 and 2021, this team continued to meet as needed.  At times we 
would gather frequently, while at others a status quo would emerge that would allow 
us to go a month or two without coming together.  At any time, however, a meeting 
could (and would) be called at the urging of any member of the team, or from the 
emergence of any Covid-related questions that would come up in the life of the 
church.   

As we head into 2022, and near the two-year mark of the work of a team that was 
initially composed for the purpose of seeing the church through a few months’ of 
pandemic realities, the Church Council revisited this construct at the January, 2022, 
meeting.  The decision of the Council was to continue with the model of this group, 
with the small change of adding Doug Wermuth (our Moderator-Elect) to the team, 
which not only allows him to join in the dialog in his emerging role as our next 
Moderator, but reintroduces a medical voice onto the team, which has been missing 
since Catherine’s passing. 

All in all, we are keenly aware that, like every scenario we’ve known these past two 
years, each member of our church has likely agreed with some decisions of this 
team, and disagreed with some others.  I think the same is likely true for each of us 
who have served in this role as well.  What I most want to highlight on the tail end of 
this review, however, is that the one thing I can say with unequivocal certitude, is 
that these individuals have given their heart and spirits to this role in ways that are 
truly beyond words.  What was originally viewed as a commitment of a few months 
is soon to enter its third year of work.  And still, without fail, the team shows up, 
listens, speaks, prays, discusses, and finds a path forward that may not be what any 
single member might have initially envisioned, but is always reflective of the 
combined wisdom of a heartfelt group of faithful members seeking to make 
decisions at what can sometimes feel to be an impossible time.    

I am deeply grateful for each member of this team, and for the heart and faith they 
have shared.  And, I am deeply grateful for a congregation that has been generally 
responsive and accepting of the paths that have been chosen.  As we close out our 
second year of pandemic realities, I am genuinely hopeful (as I know are many) that 
there might be a new chapter that stands on the other side of this Omicron wave.  
Should that hope not be realized, however, I remain deeply comforted by the 
knowledge that we have this team to help us find our way through whatever it is that 
may come next!  

Marty Your Pastor and Friend, 

The Covid Task Team continued…. 
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Thursday Morning Bible Study, from 9:30-11:00am.   
In February we will enjoy exploring the Book of Ruth together.  This is a brief book 
that has us consider concepts of relationship: emptiness, 
fulfillment, and commitment. Those of us who come in 
person, meet in Rev. Julie’s office where we are joined by 
others online (through Zoom). The link for Zoom will be in 
the Monday emails each week. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to receive more 
communication about the Bible study, contact anyone in 
the church office. 
  
Sunday Afternoon Bible Study - A journey through Exodus also meets on Sunday 
afternoons on the 1st, 3rd , and 5th Sundays, from 3-4:30, in Friendship Lounge.  
 
    
Tuesday Morning Book Group  
The “Zoom” group meets at 9 am (link provided in Monday E-News), the 10 am 
group meets in Friendship Lounge.   
 
We are concluding our conversation with Kate Bowler’s: “No Cure 
for Being Human: And Other Truths I Need to Hear” on February 8.  
We will then spend 3 weeks on “Cultivating Relationships,” through 
which the group will receive brief articles, quotes, and questions to 
prompt discussion.  It will be fun!   
 
Looking ahead our Lenten series beginning March 8, we will engage with Adam 
Hamilton’s new book and video series, “The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power 
of the Prayer Jesus Taught.” Let the church office know if you would like a book 
ordered for you - $13.99, large print $14.99, E-book 13.49. 
 
 

ADULT FORMATION  
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Women’s Retreat 

Ladies!  We are planning an overnight retreat at Christ Pond in Random Lake and 
would love to hear from you!  Our time together will be Friday evening through 
Saturday afternoon March 4-5.  Gather in the kitchen to make meals together, around 
the fireplace for conversations, relax, read, or walk trails on the grounds.  $36 overnight 
fee, bring your own bedding (comfortable beds!) or bedding provided for $10.  Go to 
https://christpond.org/ for a look at the facility and grounds. 

Please contact Rev. Julie soon for booking and planning purposes! This will begin the 
Church season of Lent - hope you can join us. 
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We are looking for North Shore Church members who would like to serve on our 
boards or committees, or as officers of the church. As some current members complete 
their terms, about 25 positions will need to be filled on nine different boards or 
committees. 

In most cases, volunteers will be asked to serve for three years, starting June 1, 2022. 

Please let any of us on the Nominating Committee know if you are interested in 
serving, or if you know someone who might be. (See our contact information below.) 

And if you have questions about the duties and activities of any board, committee or 
officer, please ask us. We can provide one-page summaries that describe each position. 

Please give prayerful thought to whether you might serve our church in this way. Our 
strength and continued growth depend on the active participation of our members! 

 Joe Hilyard (414) 540-1284 (home) 

 Bruce Loder (414) 975-5561 (cell)  

 Betty Moore (414) 351-5587 (home)  

 Lisa Wermuth (414) 659-9603 (cell)  

 Don Osborne (414) 704-8035 (cell) 
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LOAVES AND FISHES 
F , 15 2022 

DRIVERS 

Lange     

SERVERS     

CASSEROLES *   DESSERTS * 
Petersen Hadcock 
Smith, J Lemorande 
Lange Wink 

Ford Zganjar 

Loder Holmes 

Swenson Navarro 

 Krosnosky (Double Batch) 

 Block 

 Wininsky 

  
Only 1 pan - half recipe Single recipe do not double 
  

Lange* Lange 

Lange Lange 

Lange   

Lange  * Only if St Bens has reopened for in-
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BEYOND OUT WALLS – FEBRUARY 2022 
 
ONE SEASON OF GIVING OFFERING 
Just One More Ministry was the grateful recipient of the more 
than $3,300 collected in our year end offering. As always, JOMM 
will put this money to good use, tirelessly providing nutritious 
food, offering faith-based recovery programs for the addicted and 
lifting up those who are poor in spirit. Many thanks for your kind 
generosity. 
 
PS - The need for non-perishable goods and bags remains high 
during these difficult times. Drop off items easily Under the Portico! 
February 19, we look forward to a team of youth and adults serving from 9-11am!  Let 
us know if you can join us (numbers are limited, please contact Rev. Julie). 
 
REPAIRERS OF THE BREACH 
Please join in on making lunches for our February 7 
Repairers delivery from home this month. As much as we 
will miss being together, staying safe is our number one 
priority. Please find the link in the Monday email and sign up 
for the number of bag lunches you will make. Please deliver 
to church Sunday morning, February 6. Lunches include a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich, a fruit, pretzels, a treat and 
a bottle of water. We provide 85 bag lunches each month. 
We also need someone to deliver to Repairers by 10:30 
Monday morning. Contact Jane Ford: janer1975@gmail.com. 
 
ST BEN’S LOAVES AND FISHES 
Please consider joining the team of people who rotate making a 
casserole or dessert, or driving meals to St Ben’s on the third 
Tuesday of the month. Contact Dona Wininsky: 
dona.wininsky@gmail.com. 
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SOLES FOR JESUS 
Thank you to the team who worked at Soles for Jesus in January!  Our next opportunity 
to serve and sort is February 5 from 9-11am.  Watch for a sign up link in the Monday E-
News or contact David Schimpf. 
 
2021 BUDGET DISBURSEMENTS 
The Benevolence Board is pleased to share with you the approved list of organizations 
that will be receiving donations from the 2021 budget. There are other organizations 
that may not be listed here that we support through special offerings, specific donation 
drives or other funding sources.  All of these organizations are grateful recipients doing 
wonderful work to help improve the lives of those in need.   
 
LOCAL 
 
 Advocates of Ozaukee - Provides emergency shelter, counseling and resources to 

victims of domestic and sexual violence. 
 Audio & Braille Literacy Enhancement - Provides the “print disabled” with 

alternative ways of reading.  
 Children’s Dyslexia Center - Provides free tutoring for children with dyslexia and 

trains tutors. 
 Chronic Joy - Serves those affected by chronic illness, mental illness, chronic pain, 

and disability.  
 Community Projects for Seniors - Provides meal and social programs to low-income 

elderly. 
 Harvest of Hope – Provides direct support to struggling Wisconsin farm families. 
 Helping Hands, Healing Hooves - Therapeutic equine-assisted riding program for 

disabled and autistic. 
 Just One More Ministry - Provides regular nutritious food for the hungry. 
 Literacy Services - Provides access to quality basic education and skills training to 

improve lives. 
 Milwaukee Christian Center - Builds strong neighborhoods through educational 

support, safe housing and food resources. 
 St Ben's Outreach – Serves hot, home-made dinners in a warm, safe environment to 

a community in need. 
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NATIONAL 
 
 NACCC Congregational Library, Boston – Contains archival and published 

materials covering Congregational history, a large sermon collection as well as 
institutional records.  

 NACCC Retired Ministers Fund – Established to recognize the value of the 
service rendered by now-retired Congregational ministers and their spouses and 
provides them a modest annual gift. 

 NACCC Missionary Society - Serves as the missionary agent to receive, manage, 
and distribute funds. 

 One Great Hour of Sharing – Serves places lacking health and educational 
resources and/or where disaster has struck. 

 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
 
 Association Civil Cristiana Congregational, Argentina – Provides children 

Christian education, health care and support.  
 Christ to the Villages, Nigeria - Ministers to hundreds of persons in the remote 

villages.  
 Happy Life Children’s Home, Kenya - Provides abandoned children a home and a 

hope for adoption. 
 The Pan-American Institute, Mexico - Provides high quality education to students 

from low income families. 
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Work has begun on our refresh project for Friendship Lounge.  Your Trustees 
determined that updating Friendship Lounge was needed to create a more welcoming 
atmosphere and support many varied activities.  A sub-committee was formed for this 
project for selecting furniture and finishes that considered the many uses of this space 
both current and in the future as identified in the 75 and Beyond planning effort. 

The ceiling and walls have been painted,  carpet installed and new lighting added.  
Some of the end tables will be refinished and reused.  New sofas and chairs will arrive 
in March, along with a new dining table.  Smaller tables, some high top and some 
standard height, will be spread throughout the room.  The goal is to provide flexible 
spaces that can work for many occasions. 

We ask for your patience as the changes occur.  We believe the results will be worth it. 

N    T  
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C   F  

Check out the Noah’s Ark shelf!  There are books, bags of 
items, and children’s bulletins available for children to take 
into worship with them.  These are refreshed each week.  We 
are always happy for the sight and sound of children in the 
Sanctuary. 
 
 
 
Our Sunday morning Godly Fun (for children PreK-grade 4) 
begins with Music and Movement with Kelsey Molinari and Katie 
Steele, followed by a story and activity led by our Sunday School 
team.  
 
Everyone begins together in church and is invited to Godly Fun 
following The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
If you have any questions or want to know and see more of how 
this works, please contact anyone in the church office. 
 
Also, if you have children under age 3, and would like to make 
use of the Baby and Toddler room, contact the office and we are 
glad to staff that room. 
 
 
 
In the Middle (Youth grades 5-8) 
February 13 - Come upstairs to the Youth Room 
(right after the Lord’s Prayer in church).  We will 
talk about John 21:15-17 and discuss what is going 
on when Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” and 
then says, “Feed my sheep.” We will also learn 
about Just One More Ministry.  On the morning of 
February 19, we will have a chance to go on site 
and take part in sorting food and packing bags to 
be delivered to neighborhoods of need.  Friends 
and adult helpers always welcome!! 
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Come for an In the Middle Hangout in the Youth room 
Sunday afternoon, January 30, from 5-6.  Pizza and games, 
and a good time to bring friends 

 

The Hangout for grade 9-12 continues on the first and third Sunday’s in February.  
Come, bring friends to YOUR youth room February 6 and 20 from 5-6pm.  
Gummies, pizza and beverages and a game or two. 

 

Parents, watch for email and text reminders- and remember friends 
are always welcome to join in!  Volunteer adults always needed and 
welcome.  Please contact the church office with questions or to 
help! 
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MINISTERS
All members of North Shore Congregational Church

ASSISTED BY 

Rev. Dr. Martin Hall, Senior Minister Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith, Associate Minister  
Rick Kieffer, Music Director Meike Pampalone, Organist 
Kerrin White, Office Manager          Mike Fugarino, Custodian    

Megan Hall,  Becca Hall, and Linnea Plichta, Sunday Custodians        


