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“But, You Are!” 
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From time to time, as many of you know, Julie and I will allude to the ‘suggested Scriptures’ for 

a given week.  What we are talking about, in those cases, are the passages that are listed in the 

Revised Common Lectionary – a three-year cycle of selected Scriptures that you can follow 

through the liturgical year of the church.  Neither of us are beholden to those passages, but we do 

sometimes turn to them as a potential source of inspiration when there isn’t a specific theme or 

topic that is already driving our message for the week.   

 

One of the things that I’ve experienced in using the lectionary over the years, however, is that the 

threads that connect the selections for each week seem to vary.  On some weeks, it really can 

seem random.  The Gospel, Old Testament and Epistle readings for the week can seem 

incredibly disjointed and it appears as though those who pulled it together were simply grabbing 

things out of thin air.  At other times, the connections are more historical where the Old 

Testament reading tells a story to which the New Testament selection alludes.  Sometimes, 

however, there is a theme that just jumps off the page – something that just stands out as such a 

clear link between all of those readings, and this week, that was very much the case. 

 

As I made my way through these readings, from Isaiah through Luke and into I Corinthians, all I 

could picture in my mind were Wayne and Garth dropping to their knees in front of Alice 

Cooper and screaming, “We’re not worthy!  We’re not worthy!”  Now, for those of you who 

know what I’m talking about, you can picture exactly the scene I’m talking about.  For those 

who do not, it’s a Saturday Night Live skit, turned movie, and this was a scene in that movie in 

which the awkward duo of Wayne and Garth end up backstage with the rock legend Alice 

Cooper, only to drop to their knees in humility in the face of this icon that stands before them. 

 

Now, I know it’s a bit silly – and certainly that movie was that – but I couldn’t shake that image 

because we really see that exact sentiment, and in some cases almost that precise scene, playing 

out in all three of our readings this morning.   

• Take Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians.  His isn’t describing a moment of feeling 

unworthy, but his words so clearly express that sensibility for Paul.  “For I am the least of 

the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”  Or, 

in other words, “I’m not worthy!” 

• Look to Isaiah, enveloped in his vision of the Lord sitting on a lofty throne, ensconced in 

a glorious temple, and surrounded by these seraphs singing God’s praises.  “Woe is me!”  
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He proclaims.  “I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 

unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts!”  AKA – “I’m not 

worthy!” 

• And, picture that scene from Luke’s Gospel.  After hearing Jesus’ teachings and 

witnessing the miraculous load of fish that are pulled into the boats, Simon Peter literally 

enacts that very scenario.  He drops to his knees and proclaims, “Go away from, Lord, for 

I am a sinful man!”  ‘I’m not worthy!’ 

 

I can’t even begin to try to list the number of places in which this scenario plays out in the Bible 

– and it plays out in both ways.  In many cases, the stories unfold akin to what we have in these 

three passages – stories of individuals faced with the glory and wonder of God, convinced that 

they are not worthy of the love that God brings.  Picture Moses turning his face from the 

presence of the Almighty at the burning bush or that centurion who didn’t feel worthy of 

bothering Jesus with the illness of his servant.  But, the truth is that it often plays out the other 

way as well – where it’s those around Jesus declaring another unworthy of that love.  Picture the 

woman being stoned for adultery, Zacchaeus being called from that tree to the snickers and 

sneers of those around him, or those children whom the disciples tried to chase from Jesus’ arms.  

And, sadly, the stories don’t end with those! 

 

We spend so much of our lives invested in that question of our worthiness.  Or, more to the 

point, our lack thereof.  We spend inordinate amounts of time evaluating where we do and do not 

measure up, and fretting over those places where we feel that we don’t.  It starts in our youngest 

years as we long to be worthy of hanging out with the cool kids or sitting at that particular table 

in the lunch room.  It carries through our dating years as we seek be worthy of the love of others.  

It bleads into our professional lives as we face those moments of self-doubt in which we grow 

convinced that we have the world fooled and aren’t nearly as equipped as people seem to think 

we are.  And, all the while, we’re going through this as imaging, social media, marketing and the 

verbal sniping of those around us find their ways to affirm our psycho-emotional uncertainties 

and drive us further and further down that spiraling loop of insecurity. 

 

The sad reality is that we spend much of our lives ensconced in that tension.  Whether it is the 

doubt we have in ourselves or that which is cast upon us by the culture that surrounds us, we all-

too-frequently get swept up in those uncertainties and insecurities, and that sense of 

unworthiness can very quickly make its way into our lives of faith.  I know I’m not the only one 

in this room who has had those moments like Paul, Isaiah and Simon Peter.  I know that I’m not 

the only one who has encountered that sense of Paul in feeling as though I’m the last one that 

God should be choosing…or that of Isaiah terrified of what God might see if God truly 

looked…or that of Simon Peter dropping to his knees in humble admission of his shortfalls and 

sins.   

 

The thing about these stories, however – those three we read today and the countless others that 

can be found throughout the biblical witness – is that they all end the same way.  Every one of 

these stories concludes in the same manner.  Each one of these narratives starts with someone 

expressing their conviction that they are not worthy – that they don’t measure to the standard that 

God has set.  And, yet, they each and every one of them ends with God looking them back in 

their guilt-ridden and doubt-filled faces and saying, ‘But, you are!’ 



Page #3 

 

That’s what I found so powerful in those words from Martin Luther that Julie shared for us at the 

outset of worship.  “God’s love does not love that which is worthy of being loved, but it creates 

that which is worthy of being loved.”  Or, if I can say it another way, ‘We’re not loved because 

we’re worthy, we’re worthy because we are loved!’  Through the forgiveness of our sins brought 

to us in the cross, the reconciling of our hearts to God that is made known to us in the passion, 

and the gifts of God’s wondrous Spirit at work within, through, and around, us, we are made 

worthy of all that God has in store and for all that God has called us to say, do, be in this world 

he has created. 

 

Between our own broken psyches and the psycho-emotional peltering that we take from this 

culture that surrounds us, it is very easy to fall into that cycle of insecurity and self-doubt both in 

this world in which we live and in this faith that helps us live it.  To each one of us who finds 

ourselves there, however, God has the same reply.  To each moment in which we find ourselves 

proclaiming that we are not worthy, God has the same answer.  To each of our guilt-ridden and 

doubt-filled faces declaring that we are not worthy, God’s assurance rings through, ‘But, you 

are!’  And then he reminds us, ‘You are not loved because you are worthy, but you are worthy, 

because you are loved!’ 


