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“Cries of Hope” 
Rev. Dr. Martin Hall – Preaching 

Luke 19: 28-40; Jeremiah 29: 10-14 

April 10, 2022 – Palm Sunday 

 

There are a number of intriguing details that emerge in the Scriptural narrative of the Triumphal 

Entry.  Our mind’s focus tends to quickly turn to the image of crowds lining the streets, waving 

palm branches in the air and shouting God’s praises as Jesus rides into town on the back of a 

donkey, but there are other portions of that story that I think we too often overlook.  The choice 

of such a humble animal for such a majestic occasion deserves some reflection.  I’ve always 

been taken by the notion that the disciples could just walk into some guy’s yard and take his 

animals with nothing more than a comment that Jesus needs them – I’m amazed at the simplicity 

with which that scene is described.  One of these details to which I’ve always been drawn in this 

story, however, is the exchange between Jesus and the Pharisees that is unique to Luke’s 

recounting of this moment.   

 

At the end of Luke’s telling of the story of the Triumphal Entry, we’ve reached that frenzied 

moment of peak celebration.  The crowds are lining the streets, people are throwing their cloaks 

on the road as is they were paving the way for royalty, the believers are shouting God’s praises at 

the top of their lungs, and the Pharisees have had enough.  They chastise Jesus.  ‘Tell them to be 

quiet!’ the Pharisees command.  Jesus doesn’t miss a beat.  ‘I could tell them to be quiet,’ Jesus 

says.  ‘I could tell them to be quiet.  But, if I do, in their silence even the stones would shout 

out!’   

 

What a remarkable statement of the power of that moment.  Jesus claims, in that moment, that 

should the people silence their voices, the stones would shout out in praise.  Jesus tells them that, 

should the people stop praising, the very creation itself would take their place.  Jesus turns to 
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those skeptical and resistant Pharisees and tells them that there is simply no silencing the wonder 

and the glory of what God had done, was doing, and still would do in and through that man who 

sat on the back of a humble colt.  The question that I found myself asking this year, however, is, 

‘Why?’ 

 

As is often the case with our reading of Scripture, I think our hindsight has a tendency to shade, a 

bit, our perspective on this momentous occasion.  We all know, as Paul Harvey used to say, ‘the 

rest of the story.’  But, we have to look at this moment in the context of what had taken place to 

date.  For sure, Jesus had done plenty of astonishing things by this time.  Jesus had preached to 

the crowds, stood up against the inequities of the establishment, and performed more than a few 

miracles.  The truth, however, is that the vast majority of what Jesus was going to bring into the 

lives and future of these people had yet to unfold.  Many of these people had never heard Jesus 

directly (only hearing stories of what he had said and done), most of them, likely, had not seen a 

miracle performed first-hand, and not one of them had any understanding of the greater healing 

and salvation that would be unveiled in the passion narrative that was yet to unfold.  But still, 

there they were!  Praising, waving palm branches in the air, and throwing their cloaks on the 

ground, these people with a limited understanding of what had been, and no understanding of 

what was to come, were crying out in shouts of praise so powerful that, should they be silent, the 

very creation itself would echo their songs of rejoicing.  Why?  If their experience was so 

limited, and their understanding so incomplete, what was it that drew them into that moment of 

such profound praise?   

 

The answer, I suggest, rests in our reading from Jeremiah. 

“For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, 

and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear 

you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I 

will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all 

the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you 

back to the place from which I sent you into exile.”  (Jeremiah 29: 10-14) 

 

Again, context is key here.  The prophet is sharing God’s message to the people who are in exile.  

They’ve been chased away from their homes, run out of Jerusalem, and are living as aliens in 

foreign lands.  It is to those people, longing to return to the city and land that they believed was 

their God-given home, that this word is proclaimed.  What is essential about this message of God 
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from Jeremiah, however, is the frame in which is comes.  These people are suffering as refugees 

who’d been chased from their homeland, and these words from Jeremiah are meant to be words 

of comfort… words of consolation... words of peace… in the face of that turmoil.  Note, 

however, what’s missing in those words of comfort.  ‘When Babylon’s seventy years are 

completed I will visit.’  ‘I have plans for your future.’  ‘Then I will restore your fortunes and 

gather you.’  Do see what’s missing here?  God’s words through Jeremiah are meant to bring 

comfort and peace to the people in a time of desperate need, but the central element that’s 

missing in God’s response is an actual resolution to their desperate need!  It’s a ‘Yes, but not 

yet,’ answer that is provided to the longing of these people.  God will respond.  God will answer.  

God will bring healing to their pains.  But, not now.  And, yet, these words are still meant to be 

of comfort.   

 

It’s as if Jeremiah is saying, ‘It’s not getting better anytime soon, God’s not going to resolve this 

in the near future, and your suffering is the reality in which you’re going to remain for a while.  

But, you should feel better about it!’  How are those words of comfort?  How does that message 

bring peace to people in despair?  How can Jeremiah think that this ‘not yet’ message could 

possibly be a salve to the suffering of God’s people?  The answer, I would suggest, is the same 

as that which stands at the root of the celebrations on the side of the road as Jesus entered 

Jerusalem.  The answer, I contend, is hope! 

 

Over the course of the past month and a half, as we’ve journeyed through this Lenten season, 

we’ve focused on various reflections on the healing that God seeks to bring into our lives.  

We’ve talked about physical healing, psychological healing, relational healing, and more.  Last 

week, however, when we honed in on the healing that comes from the gift of focusing not on 

what is but on what can be in Christ, what we were really coming around to, without naming it, 

is that the first fruits of all healing that God brings to us in Jesus, in any particular moment in 

time, is hope! 

 

In any moment in time – in any circumstance with which we are faced – there will be healing 

that is needed in our lives.  We’ve talked about that healing, and we’ve talked about what God 

can and will do in our lives in the face of those needs.  Far too often, however, our focus 

continues to rest on the resolution to that need and misses out on the fact that God’s healing 

enters into every need twice.  Yes, God’s healing will enter into our needs in the form of God’s 

resolution to those needs, in some manner, at some moment in time.  As Jeremiah proclaimed, 

God will respond.  God will answer.  God will bring healing to your strife.  When, how, and in 

what form – that’s a whole different question – but, God will enter into our strife, in time, with 
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healing in the form of God’s resolution.  Far too often, however, we focus so much on that 

anticipated resolution – that desired outcome – that we miss out on the fact that already, in that 

moment, in every moment, and in every circumstance, God has already brought His healing upon 

us.  Far too often, we set our sights so much on that desire to have our problems resolved, and we 

end up missing out on the fact that God’s first and foremost healing in our lives is the healing 

that comes through the hope that we have in Him. 

 

How are those words of Jeremiah meant to be a salve to the suffering of God’s people?  How is it 

that he can turn to the people and say, ‘You’re going to keep hurting for a while, but you should 

feel better about it?’  The answer lies in the two healings that God brings to our every need.  The 

answer is that our confidence in the healing resolution that God will bring in His ways and time 

is preceded by the healing of hope that strengthens us in every moment of need – no matter how 

and when the actual healing resolution of God may come. 

 

Turn your attention, if you will, back to that crowd gathered on the side of the street as Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem.  Do you think these were all people that were rejoicing because of what 

Jesus had already done?  Do you think these people were singing God’s praises because of what 

they had received from Jesus?  No!  Some of these people had never even seen him before, many 

had never witnessed a miracle, the vast majority wouldn’t have actually received the blessing of 

his miracles, and none had a clue of that which was still to come.  These people weren’t 

gathering and singing God’s praises because of what they had already received in Jesus.  The 

creation wasn’t going to cry out because of that which had already be done in Jesus.  These 

people were gathering and signing God’s praises – the creation was primed to cry out in shouts 

of joy – not because of what had been, but because of that which was still to be.  These were 

cries of hope – a hope so powerful that, should the people have silenced their voices, the creation 

itself would have echoed God’s praise! 

 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)  God’s healing is abundant.  God’s 

restorative work in our lives is incomparable.  We’ve talked about that healing in many ways, 

and will encounter the pinnacle of God’s healing as we journey through garden, onto the cross, 

and into the empty tomb in the coming week.  There is no limit to the healing that will be, for us, 

in God.  That moment of rejoicing as Jesus rode into the city, however, is a profound reminder 

that the healing that will be all too often distracts us from the healing that already is.  Those 

people weren’t gathering and singing God’s praises because of what they had already received in 

Jesus.  The creation wasn’t going to cry out because of that which had already be done in Jesus.  
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Those people were gathering and signing God’s praises – the creation was primed to cry out in 

shouts of joy – not because of what had been, but because of that which was still to be.  These 

were cries of hope – a hope so powerful that, should the people have silenced their voices, the 

creation itself would have echoed God’s praise! 

 

In all the healing for which we clamor in our lives.  May we never, ever, miss the gift of healing 

that is always the first to come, and for which we never, ever, have to wait.  No matter what the 

pains of life might bring, may we never miss the healing that is the hope that is our now, and 

always, in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  


