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Our youngest, Jay, enjoys delving into some of those sophomoric philosophical quandaries that 

his dad was known to toy with at a similar age.  So, a few weeks ago, he and I were out, and the 

conversation somehow rolled around to the omnipotence of God – the claim that God has the 

power to do anything and everything.  In the midst of that dialogue, I proposed a question.  “If 

God is omnipotent – truly all-powerful and able to do all things - can God create a rock that God 

can’t lift?”  I’ll say that again.  If God is omnipotent – truly all-powerful and able to do all things 

- can God create a rock that God can’t lift?  I promise that there are a couple of you who are 

going to lie in bed tonight with that interminable cycle running through your brain. 

 

‘All things are possible with God!’  Those are the words that come in the versions of this story 

that appear in Matthew and Mark, and I’ve chosen Luke’s phrasing for a specific reason that 

we’ll get to in a minute.  Nonetheless, it’s one of the most oft-cited phrases of the Gospel 

narrative.  Just last week, Julie and I were walking up the stairs with another member of the 

church who was asking about getting in and out of the building to do a last few things before 

they headed home.  ‘We can unlock the door,’ Julie replied, ‘or we can prop it open…or I can 

buzz you in…anything’s possible…all things are possible with God!’  Now, obviously, Julie’s 

comments were said in jest and were not meant to be a theological declaration of the power of 

God running through the locking mechanisms of our exterior doors, but it was an emblematic 

moment of how readily that concept – that phrase – makes it into our daily thought and 

discourse.   

 

Setting aside, for a moment, the question of building a rock that can’t be lifted, it’s a grand 

proclamation of faith – that all things are possible with God.  Now, the theologian and pastor in 

my will quickly start considering the many caveats to that phrase (all things may be possible, but 

that doesn’t mean that all things are probable, reasonable, faithful, loving, and so forth…), but it 

remains an empowering conviction in the face of the trials and tribulations with which this life 

sometimes confronts us.  To be able to proclaim that all things are possible with God is to be able 

to stand with faith-filled confidence in the face of the turmoil we encounter.  There’s tremendous 

power and peace that stems from clinging to that phrase – to that concept – to that hope.  What I 

want to suggest this morning, however, is that there is an inherent question that Jesus is posing 

here – one that I think emerges a bit more clearly in Luke’s account than it does in those other 

synoptic passages – and it’s that question that will actually drive our reflections throughout the 

course of this summer. 
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To get there, however, let’s take a step back and consider this familiar tale that unfolds in Luke’s 

gospel.  We get this story of the wealthy ruler – clearly confident and assured of his dutiful 

faithfulness according to the Law – who approaches Jesus with that question.  ‘What do I have to 

do to go to heaven?’  And, we all know the answer.  ‘Sell everything, give it all to the poor, and 

then follow me.’  The man, not at all content with that prospect, sulks as he walks away and 

considers the command that Jesus had just laid forth.  That, then, is where we get that image, 

“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  Jesus proclaims.  “Indeed, it is easier 

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 

of God.” 

 

Now, some of you may remember a bit of this from past reflections, but biblical commentators 

will get themselves all aflutter trying to deal with this one! 

• There are those who point towards the fact that the Greek word for camel, ‘kamelon,’ 

differs only by one letter from the Aramaic word for rope, ‘kamilon.’  These scholars 

swear that this is essentially just a typo in the ancient manuscripts and that what Jesus 

was really talking about was threading a rope through the eye of a needle. 

• There are others who point to the fact that there was type of a small gate that was referred 

to as a needle, and that Jesus was really pointing towards the challenge of getting that 

large animal through the small passage. 

• There are still more who point to the fact that this phrase is actually reminiscent of a 

fairly common hyperbolic construct that can be found in the Talmud, the Qur’an, and 

other ancient texts.  In other usage it’s sometimes an elephant in question, and not camel, 

but the literary construct is not unfamiliar to the time. 

• And, of course, there are the many who suggest that Jesus was being as absurd as it 

seems here – equating the ease of a rich man entering heaven with that of somehow 

shoving a 1,000-pound dromedary through the nearly imperceivable hole that is the eye 

of a needle. 

 

Once you break out of the literary analysis of Jesus’ words here, however, the discourse that 

follows actually makes his intent pretty clear.  ‘Then, who can be saved?’  The people ask.  No 

matter the root of the phrase, the point that Jesus was clearly making was that this was not an 

easy, and perhaps even possible, endeavor for humanity.  Whether he was pointing to the 

difficulty of running a camel through a gate, the implausibility of running a rope through a 

needle, or the sheer absurdity of forcing a camel through the same – Jesus’ point us undeniable: 

‘Ain’t gonna happen!’  ‘Except it is – but not because of you!’ 

 

“All things are possible with God.”  I actually like Luke’s concluding phrase a bit better, and 

that’s why I chose it for our reflections for today.  “What is impossible with man is possible with 

God.”  You see, I think what Luke’s words serve to remind is that there is a shift that happens 

when we consider the perspective through which we are viewing the limitation.  When we 

picture that massive mammal trying to cram through that miniscule space, all we can perceive is 

limitation – absurdity – impossibility.  What Jesus is pointing out, however, is that when the 

same circumstance is viewed from the perspective of God, an entirely different picture emerges.  

“What is impossible with man is possible with God.”   
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That, I would suggest, is the very essence of what Paul is saying in the passage that I read from 

Corinthians.  As we so often discuss, Paul’s message often gets somewhat buried in the midst of 

his wordiness, and it can be difficult to penetrate the density of his writing at times.  This passage 

is certainly one of those.  But, at the heart of what Paul is saying here is the concept that wisdom 

and understanding does not come from the human perspective.  “We do…speak of message of 

wisdom…” Paul says, “but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age.”  Wisdom and 

understanding, Paul says, comes from the Spirit, from the mind of Christ.  And that, he suggests, 

is an understanding that brings our perspective beyond that of this world and into that which God 

has in store.  “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 

conceived – the things God has prepared for those who love him.” 

 

It's actually a couple of passages from Isaiah that Paul is quoting here, but I always preferred 

both the artistry and the clarity of the King James translation of these words.  The same phrase in 

the King James reads that, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 

of man, the things which God hath prepared for those who love him.”  Jesus proclaims that what 

is impossible with man is possible with God, and Paul takes it a step further to say that, from that 

human perspective, we can’t even grasp what God has in store.  It is only in and through the 

Spirit, Paul says, viewing this world in and through the mind of Christ, that we might begin to 

perceive that which is possible with God.  Or, if I can put it another way, the human mind sees 

the human limitation, the mind of Christ sees the possibilities of God. 

 

So, that’s what we’re going to do for the summer.  Every time we proclaim the limitations that 

we perceive – every time we say, “I’m not strong enough…I’m not smart enough…I don’t know 

what to do…I am alone…I am unloved…I am afraid…” – every time we proclaim the 

limitations that we perceive with the human mind, Scripture responds with the possibilities of 

God that can be perceived only through the Spirit-inspired mind of Christ.  Said more simply, 

every time we proclaim our limitations, God has something else to say about it. 

 

When Jesus gives us that image of somehow trying to crowbar a ½ ton animal through a space 

many of us need a magnifying glass to perceive, the people cry out in the face of the 

impossibility of the task before them.  When we truly look at this conversation as a whole, 

however, we can see that, despite their initial reaction (and ours), the absurdity isn’t meant to 

point to the impossibility.  In fact, I’d argue that this entire scene is meant to do the exact 

opposite.  When Jesus gives us that image of the gigantic camel over here with the tiny needle 

over here, the absurdity isn’t meant to point to the impossible, it’s meant to point to the possible.  

The absurdity isn’t meant to drive home the message of what can’t be done by us – it’s meant to 

make clear what can be done by God!  “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”  

That, my friends, is a statement of utmost promise that is echoed in the words of Paul.  “Eye hath 

not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 

prepared for those who love him.”   

 

For our every perceived limitation, God has a response filled with divine possibility and promise.  

Each week over the summer, we’ll take one of those on.  From one week to the next, we will fill 

in the blanks, ‘We say this, but God says that!’  As we move from one ill-perceived limitation to 

the next, however, it is this recurring theme that will echo throughout – “What is impossible with 

man is possible with God.” 


