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In the early spring of last year, we decided to build a small shed in our back yard.  I put together 

the plans, got everything lined up, and then headed off to Home Depot to purchase the supplies.  

Six weeks later, my buddy and I were going to construct the same shed at their house in 

Germantown.  So, we grabbed the truck and headed to Home Depot with the supply list.  It was 

the exact same shed.  It was the exact same supply list.  It was the exact same supplier.  And the 

bill was nearly 25% higher!  In six weeks, in the spring of last year, the price for wood and 

construction supplies for a basic shed had skyrocketed by 25%! 

 

Some of you may recall the stories of shortages in wood last year – the supply chain issues 

combined with a post-shutdown spike in demand that led to incredible shortages for some of the 

most basic construction materials.  What we didn’t know at the time, however, was that this was 

just a precursor to the wide-spread inflation that we’d see in the months to come.  Now, I don’t 

want to spend a ton of time on that particular story, but there’s simply no question that we’ve all 

had a crash course, this past year or so, in the fundamental economic principals of supply and 

demand.  There’s a delicate balance in financial systems, in which we seek to maintain that 

proper intersection of demand for a product and the supply of it, as we seek to hold some 

stability in prices, income levels, profits, productivity, etc.  The theory, of course, is that in a 

free-market system it will eventually all balance itself out.  Some think otherwise, and that’s not 

in any way the question for today.  Because, what I really want to consider today is the manner 

in which Jesus’ model of discipleship seems to completely ignore that balance of supply and 

demand.  What I want to look at, today, is the unmistakable manner in which Jesus knowingly 

and openly sends his disciples into a world of unimaginable demand with what seems to be no 

supply at all. 

 

Just take a step back, for a moment, to consider this charge that Jesus lays out for the seventy.  

This passage of Jesus sending out the seventy, at the outset of the tenth chapter, has something of 

an intriguing placement in Luke’s Gospel.   

• The ninth chapter of Luke’s Gospel begins with Jesus sending out the twelve disciples, 

with much the same type of instructions that we read in our passage about the Seventy: 

“Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all 

demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and 

to heal the sick. 3 He said to them, ‘Take nothing for your journey: no staff, nor bag, nor 

bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic.”  (Luke 9: 1-3)  That’s not an easy ask!   
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• A little bit later in the same chapter, we read the passage about the nature of discipleship 

in which Jesus proclaims, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will save it.”  (Luke 9: 23-24)   

• And then, at the end of the chapter, in the words that just precede those that we read from 

Luke 10, we read the exchange in which a man commits to following Jesus, but states 

that he wishes to go and bury his deceased father before doing so.  It is to this that Jesus 

proclaims, “Let the dead bury their own dead.”  (Luke 9:60)   

 

That’s the backdrop of this passage of Jesus sending out the seventy.  So, listen again, in this 

context of the challenge of discipleship that Jesus has laid out so clearly in Luke 9, to what Jesus 

says to those he sends out to spread the Good News.     

• “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;” – ‘There’s a ton of demand, and no 

supply!’  

• “Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.  Go on your 

way;” – ‘Guess what, you’re the new supply!’ 

• “I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.” – Seriously?  Jesus isn’t 

exactly playing to our innate predisposition for self-preservation here! 

• “4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals, and greet no one on the road.” – And, now he 

wants them to venture out into this world of wolves with nothing to actually provide for 

their safety or wellbeing!  

 

In the midst of a section of Luke’s Gospel in which the daunting, seemingly even impossible, 

nature of discipleship is being repeatedly named in one conversation to the next, Jesus seems to 

double down by turning to this group of believers and telling them to wander helplessly and 

aimlessly into a world of predators like lambs being led to the slaughter.  Jesus really doesn’t 

mince words here.  It can seem an overwhelming thing, to live this life of faith we call 

discipleship.  And, these snippets from Luke’s Gospel bring that home with the utmost of clarity.  

All too often, however, our perspective becomes quickly clouded by the enormity of the demand, 

and we miss out on the other side of the equation. 

 

Allow me, if you will, to turn our attention to Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth.  The 

ninth chapter of that letter is addressing the possibility of a monetary gift from the Corinthians to 

be passed to the Christians in Jerusalem.  If you read the early portions of this chapter, you 

quickly see that there are some not-so-subtle ‘strong-arming’ tactics being used by Paul here.  

Paul leads into our reading by saying, ‘I’ve told them that you are sending a gift, and I’d be put 

to shame if you don’t follow through!’  He goes on, ‘I’ve sent some people ahead of me to 

arrange for your bountiful gift so that it may be ready as a gift – not an extortion!’  There’s no 

getting around that Paul is laying on the pressure pretty intensely here, but it’s the argument that 

follows that I think speaks to our considerations for today.   

 

Paul starts the next portion of his argument by turning away from the strong-arming tactics and 

more in the direction of seeking to compel their generosity in a spirit of faith. 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your 



Page #3 

mind, not regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9: 

6-7) 

 

People like to use that last line, a lot, during stewardship campaigns.  Luckily, we tend to steer 

generally clear of those strong-arming tactics that Paul uses in the earlier chapters, but we do 

love to grab that last little snippet and throw it into giving campaigns, pledge cards, and more.  

“God loves a cheerful giver!’  But, it’s here that Paul starts to shift his attention.  Up until this 

point, Paul’s argument has been on that demand side with which we left Luke’s Gospel – a clear 

and articulate expectation of demand on the part of the faithful.  It is here, however, that Paul 

begins to shift to the other side of that equation. 

8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance… (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

 

That’s the line that was the focus of our theme for this week.  In the midst of this summer series 

on God’s response to the ill-perceived limitations we tend to see in life, that was the line that was 

the focus of this week’s theme.  To those moments in which we feel as though we are unable to 

do that which this life of faith may ask of us, Paul’s words to the church in Corinth cry out as a 

clarion reminder that, in God, we are.  But, Paul actually goes beyond the simple claims and 

delves into his theory as to why.  Here's how Paul finishes out this portion of his letter. 

8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having 

enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9 As it is written, “He 

scatters abroad; he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 
 

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 

for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every 

way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us, 12 for the 

rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with 

many thanksgivings to God. 13 Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your 

obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your partnership 

with them and with all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you because of the 

surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable 

gift! 

 

It’s important to remember, I think, that many of the Apostles and leaders of the early church are 

living out, in very direct ways, that call that was initially provided to the seventy.  These people 

are out preaching, teaching, and healing with little to no provision of their own.  They are 

counting on the love and blessing of those they serve to provide for their needs.  That’s the 

context in which Paul writes this appeal.  Paul is saying, essentially, that others have stepped into 

the demand with very little supply, and that in turn the Corinthians too should step into that 

enormity of the demand of faith without worry for supply.  Why?  Because, when it comes to this 

thing we call faith, the supply side isn’t ours to worry about! 

 

If you were leafing through those chapters of Luke as I was reviewing them earlier, you might 

have noticed that I skipped over some.  It is absolutely true that this passage of sending out the 

seventy falls within a section of Luke that makes abundantly clear the enormous demand that 

comes with the call to discipleship.  Amidst that same section of Luke’s Gospel, however, we 

find that the other side of that equation is reflected just as clearly. 
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• It is shortly after the sending of the twelve, and just a bit before the command that those 

who wish to follow Jesus must take up their crosses and follow him, that we read the 

story of Jesus and the disciples feeding thousands of people with nothing but a few loaves 

of bread and a couple of fish. 

• Shortly before Jesus tells that man to let the dead bury their own dead, we read the story 

of Jesus casting a demon out of a young boy. 

• At the end of the tenth chapter, after the story of the sending of the seventy, we read the 

story of Mary and Martha, in which Jesus celebrates Mary’s decision to rest in the 

presence and promise of Jesus. 

• And then Jesus moves directly into teaching his disciples the words to The Lord’s Prayer; 

‘Give us this day our daily bread…forgive us our sins…deliver us from evil.’   

 

There is no question that this passage of sending out the seventy falls within a section of Luke’s 

Gospel that makes abundantly clear the enormous demand that comes with the call to 

discipleship.  Amidst that same section of Luke’s Gospel, however, we find that the other side of 

that equation is pronounced with just as much clarity.  As we are sucked into the fear and dismay 

that comes from considering the enormity of the demand, we are just as quickly lifted up by the 

enormity of the supply – because the supply doesn’t rely on us alone. 

 

God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.  (II Corinthians 9:8)  So that it’s said, 

none of this means that we get off easy and get to simply expect God to do it all.  I think you all 

know, by now, that my understanding of our role in faith is entirely different than the model of 

faith that has us throwing our hands up helplessly as we ‘let go and let God.’  That said, what this 

does mean is that when that moment comes – when we arrive in that place where we just don’t 

think we can do it – when we are convinced that we are unable to pursue the task ahead – Paul 

reminds us that God is able.  And thus, in God, so are we.   
 


