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   From the Pulpit... 
 

“Ask Seek Knock” 
Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith – Preaching 

Isaiah 55: 6-13, Luke 11:1-13 

 
The reading Marty read, from Isaiah begins with Seek the Lord…call upon him. Ask, Seek -or 

Search, Knock.  These words given in our second reading from Luke describe prayer in an active 

way. 

 

The parable we hear this morning follows as a lesson to the disciple’s request that Jesus teach 

them to pray. Now granted Jesus’ response here in Luke differs a bit from The Lord’s Prayer we 

are so familiar with…the one we pray together - every time we gather to worship together.                                                                         

And  we may want to consider that the disciples (and Jesus for that matter) were Jewish, and the 

concept and act of prayer would be a familiar part of their lives.   And let’s not forget what we 

heard Jesus say in response to their request…he says when you pray - acknowledging that prayer 

is already “a thing” for them. So I don’t really think Jesus is telling them that these are the words 

they must use, rather, it is a framework of relationship and intimacy.  So – like us as people who 

do indeed pray, they want to know something more from Jesus about it.  And he gives them a 

parable and the imperative to Ask, Search, Knock – name what you long for. 

 

During Thursday Bible study this week, it was this parable we were looking at, and someone in 

the group was thinking about the “friend” already settled in for the night, reluctant to answer the 

door, much less get up and give bread to their friend knocking at the door…and they wondered 

how the parable would go today, if the one who needed bread had just phoned the friend.    

Which caused someone else to comment on how easy it is to let a call go to voicemail when it’s 

not possible or perhaps convenient to answer the call when it rings. Many of us, I am sure, look 

at the caller ID and make a decision about answering that call in the moment, or if it can, or 

should wait.   

 

Now, there are layers to think about here, as there always is when reading scripture as we try to 

put ourselves within in it, seeking to hear what meaning it carries in our lives now. And 

absolutely there is something here to think about -in terms of how we respond to friends or 

another’s needs. And we might also hear in this a question about how God responds when we 

“knock” or pray.  ?Does God say,  check with me later, I am busy, or come back another time, I 

am down for the night?  Or, does this parable make us wonder if God will give us what we pray 

for if we stick with it, and just keep “knocking”? 
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Have any of you seen the show “The Big Bang Theory”?  Well, if you have you will know what 

I mean when I say I have this image in my head of one of the characters named Sheldon, who - 

when he wants something from his neighbor Penny, will go to her door and knock continuously 

while repeating her name. “Penny, Penny, Penny” until she answered.     

                                                                                                                                                                     

Do you ever feel like this is how you pray? 

 

As I said, there are several ways we enter in and hear scripture, but for today, it wasn’t    

persistence in prayer, nor did it first spark in me the always worthy thought about being open to 

helping your neighbor. 

 

So, let’s go back to the idea and reason why Jesus uses parables. Jesus is not - sharing a memory 

or telling a story of something that has happened between two friends he knows about.  Parables 

are teaching tools.  They are stories that use things common to life such as the woman searching 

for a lost coin, or seeds planted in different kinds of soil, or a tiny seed and watching how it 

grows.  Or like today of a friend’s knock at the door, and a parent’s desire to give good things to 

their children.   Recognizable situations.  But within the parable these common - or known things    

enter the story with an intentional twist, an unexpected aspect to their use or place in the story.  

You see, there is a deeply embedded concept of hospitality in the ancient Middle East that is 

woven through Biblical history. And it carries the importance, even responsibility of being open 

to  and offering hospitality to strangers and travelers…to anyone.   So, to those original hearers 

of this parable, they would have heard the “twist” given in this friend refusing another as highly 

unlikely, even unheard of!   As Jesus continues to talk with them about prayer through this 

parable, I believe the disciples would have understood him to be saying, come to me I will 

always respond. 

 

But of course, there are times we have prayed, waiting, and wondering…prayed and felt God was 

absent, something like that friend who doesn’t want to be roused.  And I imagine some of you 

have wondered about the right way to pray, for even in this parable we may hear that it is 

persistence in prayer that will pay off. God just needs some arm twisting.                                                                                  

But the answer Jesus offers comes in the final verse…in the promise he gives.  Here, we don’t 

find a response to prayer that points to a yes, no, maybe later, or even- just keep trying, at some 

point God will answer.  

 

No, the promise we hear   is – how much more God will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

him.   The Holy Spirit – that which carries the sense of God’s spirit and guidance and care that 

indwells within us. That somehow in our seeking, knocking, asking – how much more God is 

there -within. 

 

And here is another thing to think about. That phrase we heard – “because of his persistence” –   

well that word persistence actually translates better as shameless, or bold.  Because of his 

boldness…Well now, that understanding lends itself to a different idea for prayer. 

 

I was at our Wisconsin Congregational Minister’s meeting on Wednesday, and we usually take 

turns opening our time with a devotion of some kind and prayer.  And at the end of the 

devotional piece on Wednesday there was a prayer put up on the video screen with a reference at 
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the end of it…calling it a Dangerous Prayer…I was intrigued by the reference…What could be 

dangerous about praying?  So, I decided to google that phrase and found there is a book called 

Dangerous Prayers: Because following Jesus was never meant to be safe. And there was a quote 

from the author saying,  

 

“I think prayer is inherently dangerous because we’re surrendering and submitting our 

desires to God. I wouldn’t ever say don’t pray for the safety of your kids. I think any 

loving parent would want their kids to be safe. I don’t think I’d ever say don’t pray that 

you have a good day... But if our prayers are only for parking spots and blessing food, 

we’re almost insulting our God who can do so much more.”  (Craig Groeschel) 

 

Now, I haven’t read the book and don’t really know anything about the author, but the reference 

seemed to dovetail with our readings for this morning and the active words Jesus used.  Be bold!  

Ask, search knock! ?And what might be dangerous about that?    Perhaps it is not so much about 

doing things that are technically dangerous, but about how the promise here of God’s spirit, of 

God’s care and guidance may take us to unexpected and surprising places…beyond our carefully 

crafted hopes.  We might even open ourselves up to a joy and way of life we hadn’t imagined. 

There are many ways we understand and experience prayer that can be quiet, introspective, 

meditative…  prayer seeking and breathing peace – done in a sedentary way.     

 

And yes, the bible is full of prayers, both personal and corporate, that are cries of the heart and 

prayers of praise and gratitude.  And it is also full of varied examples – invitations in which 

Jesus says  “come to me”  and times when Jesus seems to seek quiet and solitude. There are 

places we hear   that God knows our needs without being asked and then like today where we are 

told to boldly ask and search.   And I find in this parable such interactive words, that can pull at 

us in a way that takes us beyond waiting for a response, but to trust in God’s Spirit moving 

within us…searching for how we can start now, living out the hope we’ve prayed for.  

 

And, I hope you heard this too, that there is something about this parable and the invitation to 

boldly ask, to earnestly seek, to keep knocking away at our fears that meets with the wonderful 

images Isaiah gives us.  Because here too is a declaration of intention from God…a promise of 

response and purpose that is so full that God’s very creation will take up the cause. “For you 

shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst 

into song, and all the trees of the fields shall clap their hands.”   

 

So yes, as is my habit, I read through the verses, first just listening for what words or phrases 

seemed to draw me in.  Seeking the touchpoint or the “good news” that we need to hear. And it 

was the final verse, Jesus’ promise that stood out and stuck. “How much more will the heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  And this was my starting point for pondering 

and reflecting this week.  Actually, it has been sitting in the back of my mind for several weeks, 

as Marty had earlier asked which of the parables I would like to have for this Sunday, my last 

sermon with you.  And I was drawn to that promise for all of us.  That we might come to this 

time of parting knowing and carrying the truth of that promise into our tomorrows – trusting in 

how much MORE God intends and gives.   
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And may we embrace this in a way that responds as fully as the hills bursting into song and the 

trees clapping their hands – giving glory to God who dwells and lives in and through our lives    

and opening ourselves to how much more there is ahead of us and within us!   

 

Amen 


