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There’s a dream I’ve had a number of times, over the years, that I’m told is somewhat common.  

The details vary from one person to the next, but the general theme and setting seems fairly 

consistent.  For me, there are two versions of the dream.  Both put me at the very end of my 

senior year in high school.  In one case, it’s the night before our last day of school and I’m sitting 

down to work on a term paper for my literature course (the only class I need to graduate) when I 

realize that I haven’t read a single book on the syllabus the entire year and suddenly I’m 

scrambling as I trying to figure out how I’m going to manage to write a paper on a few thousand 

pages of text that I never read.  In the second case, it’s the morning of finals and I’m walking 

into school to take an exam for a class I’ve not attended a single time the entire year.  Not only 

have I not attended, but as I walk into school, I realize that I don’t even know where the class is 

and I can’t as much as remember where to find my locker!  The panic ensues as I’m utterly 

overwhelmed with no idea how I’m going to manage the situation. 

 

Psychologists suggest that these dreams tend to stem from some circumstance of our lives that 

has us feeling unprepared.  Maybe we are behind on some project or responsibility – or perhaps 

there’s a major event coming up that has us feeling overwhelmed – whatever it may be, they 

suggest that there is something in our life for which we don’t feel quite ready, and that these 

dreams are the manner in which our subconscious likes wreak havoc with our otherwise good 

night’s rest!  I’ve found myself thinking about these dreams this week, however, because that 

same sense of angst and panic, I think, is what tends to naturally stem from our parable this 

week. 

 

As we continue through our fall series on the parables of Jesus, this we week we turn to Matthew 

25 and the story of the Ten Bridesmaids.  Jesus tells the story in this way… 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their lamps and went 

to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 

5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight 

there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those 

young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 

of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 

enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 

And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 
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him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other young women came 

also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 

13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

 

It's funny, a week and a half ago, at choir, we ended up having a conversation that surrounded 

Rick’s time as a Boy Scout when he was younger, and then I turned to this parable for this week 

and two words kept ringing in my mind.  The Scout Motto – Be Prepared!  In many ways, that’s 

the natural takeaway from this parable that Jesus shares in Matthew 25 – be prepared!  But, in 

truth, I think our natural takeaway goes a bit further.  ‘Be prepared’ is the heart of the lesson we 

find, but the sensibility of that lesson is, ‘Be prepared, because if you’re not…’   

 

That’s the challenge that quickly emerges, for us, with this parable – we see it as a threat!  We 

see it as, ‘Be prepared, or else…’  There’s this fear that quickly takes over when we read this 

parable and we find ourselves back in that place of that dream, facing angst and panic about the 

ominous threat that stands before us.  The result, however, is that the fear so overwhelms our 

consciousness that we struggle to go any deeper into what this parable has to speak to our lives.  

So, today I’d like to try to push beyond that.  I want to move past the question of ‘why’ one 

ought to be prepared – as that’s the question that sends us so quickly spiraling into that abyss – 

and I want to focus instead on the question of ‘how’ we might be prepared. 

 

Consider, if you will, the thirteenth verse of this passage.  “Keep awake, therefore, for you know 

neither the day nor the hour.”  ‘Keep awake.’  In some translations it is translated was ‘watch,’ in 

others it’s ‘keep watch,’ and still in others it’s ‘be on alert.’  The actual Greek word being 

translated her is Gray-gor-YOO-oh, and it can mean each of things.  The deeper sentiment 

behind it, however, is more of a ‘take head’ sensibility.  Even more so, it is a ‘take head, so as 

to…’  So, you see, what I argue is that this fear-inducing line from Jesus is not, in fact, the threat 

that we perceive, but an encouragement.  This isn’t, ‘Do this or else.’  It’s, ‘Do this, so that you 

may know that!’  Despite our initial reactions to it, this isn’t a parable of threat – it’s a charge!  

It’s a call to action.  So, the question, I contend, is not about why we need to be ready, but one of 

how we might work to be prepared as Jesus has called us to be! 

 

With that question in mind, then, let’s look at the two groups in this story.  It’s interesting (at 

least to me) to consider what distinguishes these two groups of young women.  They both went 

to receive the bridegroom.  They both wanted to be a part of things.  And, in the moment, they 

both did whatever they could to make that happen.  One could even argue that, in the moment, 

those without the oil worked even harder, as they scurried around trying to find oil in time for the 

bridegroom’s return.  So, it’s worth noting that this was not a question of heart, desire, 

conviction, or effort.  Or, if I can translate that to how it might apply to our lives – this isn’t a 

distinction of faith, effort or intent.  The difference was in preparedness.  Setting aside the ‘wise’ 

group refusing to share with the others (which is another question for another time), the sole 

distinction between these two groups of young women was that one group was utterly convinced 

that they already had everything they needed, while the other understood that they might need 

something more in their journey of trying to get to where they wanted to go.  And, that’s what 

brings me to those familiar words that Bruce read for us from the 119th Psalm. 
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There’s an interesting bit of trivia about Psalm 119 that our group at Midweek Manna on 

Wednesday actually got right.  The 119th Psalm is oft-cited as the longest single chapter in all of 

Scripture.  At 176 verses, this single chapter is actually longer than some full books of the Bible.  

What’s interesting about it, however, is that with all of that text, and all of those 176 verses, the 

Psalmist again and again returns to the same theme – his complete and total commitment to the 

word of God.  From one stanza to the next, the Psalmist explores his doubts, his faltering, his 

strife, and more.  Without fail, however, he returns; ‘But I trust in your word…I walk in your 

precepts…I stand in your promises…’  And that recurring theme finds its pinnacle, I think, in 

those words of verse 105: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  In other 

words, it doesn’t just guide where I’ve been and where I am, but where I’m going.  It is not just 

about what was and is, but about what can and will be!  And that, I want to suggest, is the heart 

of the ‘how’ to be prepared in our parable for today. 

 

When we consider that charge to ‘be prepared’ in faith, I think there are a slew of things that 

flood our minds.  We consider prayer, and meditation, and worship, and service, and 

conversation, and fellowship, and so much more.  I would suggest that chief among all of those 

ways, however, is this issue of our time spent with the word.  Chief among them is our time 

exploring Scripture’s message not only of where we’ve been and are, but where we’re going – 

the Bible’s wisdom not only about what was and is, but it’s promise of what can and will be! 

 

There was a wonderful unity of themes coming into today, as we looked towards this parable at 

the same time that we were preparing to present Bibles to some of the children of our church 

family.  When we start considering that aspect of the word and its role in our preparedness – as 

we consider our reflections on this parable on the same day that we provide Bibles to our 

children as a step in their own ever-growing relationship with God – it begs the question, ‘Which 

of those two groups are we going to be?’  Are we going to be like those foolish young women, so 

convinced that we’re ready (that we know what there is to be known and understand what there 

is to be understood) that we never bother to open ourselves to what more that God might reveal?  

Or, will we be like the wise – fully aware and ready for the fundamental truth that there is still so 

much more to come?  Asked in perhaps a more concrete way, will those Bible that we’ve 

collected over the years be open and engaged in our homes and in our lives, or will those Bibles 

we’ve collected over the years be sitting on the shelf collecting dust for themselves?  

 

As you think about that question, consider this.  Just a bit over 400 years ago, our Pilgrim 

ancestors were readying to departing from Holland for the journey ahead.  They’d long-since 

fled from England after being persecuted for their efforts to worship in manners and structures 

not endorsed by the Church of England, they’d lived in a few different communities, and after 

many years in Leiden, Holland, it was time for a new beginning.  It was to that group of 

individuals about to set sail for England, and then on to the new world, that their pastor, John 

Robinson, spoke these words: 

I am verily persuaded the Lord has more truth yet to break forth out of His holy word.  I 

beseech you, remember (it is an article of your church covenant) that you be ready to receive 

whatever truth shall be made known to you from the word of God. 

 

“The Lord has more truth yet to break forth out of His holy word…(it is an article of your church 

covenant) that you be ready to receive whatever truth shall be made known to you from the word 
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of God.”  Consider the question of which group we will be, add in that proclamation from Pastor 

John Robinson, and then recall the words of our very own covenant here at North Shore 

Congregational Church: 

I confess my love for God, for Jesus Christ, and for my fellow men and women.  I hereby 

covenant to live in the fellowship of the Gospel, to walk in the ways of the Lord—known and 

to be made known to me—to share in the worship and work of the Church, to cooperate with 

it in all good enterprises, and to promote its service, its maintenance, its purity, and its 

peace. 

 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  “The Lord has more truth yet to break 

forth out of His holy word.”  “The ways of the Lord known and to be made known.”  It is in the 

Scriptures of our faith, it was spoken at a critical moment in the life of our Pilgrim ancestors, and 

it written right there in the covenant of our church here at North Shore – there is still so much 

more to be revealed.  In our experience, in our faith, and through the word of God – there is still 

so much more.  So, just consider that, and then ask yourself again, which of those two groups 

will you be? 

 

 


