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   From the Pulpit... 
 

“Perspective Matters” 
Rev. Dr. Martin Hall – Preaching 

Luke 14: 7-24 

November 20, 2022 – Thanksgiving Sunday 
 

A few years ago, our younger daughter was participating in cheerleading at a gym out in Sussex, 

and her two-hour sessions didn’t leave quite enough time to make it worthwhile to drive back 

and forth, so we would often need to find other things to occupy our time while she was at 

practice.  One of the things I would do, at times, was take my bike out for a ride.  On one of 

those occasions, I headed over to a park to ride some trails for a bit, and in the process I came 

across this sculpture installation in the park.  From afar, it looked like nothing more than a series 

of odd geometric shapes atop thin metal rods that were sticking out of the ground.  Once you 

approached the front of this field of random forms, however, it suddenly became something else.  

I shared some pictures in the order of worship so that you could see what I am talking about.  

Viewed from just the right angle, this seemingly haphazard conglomeration would suddenly, and 

clearly, spell out a word.  Play… Dream… Connect… Explore…  From almost every angle, the 

art seemed nonsensical.  Viewed just the right way, however, that nonsense became a clear and 

distinct message for those who took the time to see it. 

 

Perspective matters!  How we choose to see things… the lens through which we view the world 

around us… the attitude we take to the experiences of our lives… perspective… matters!  It 

matters in our relationships.  It matters in our workplaces.  It matters in the difficulties that we 

experience in life.  It matters in the divisions that we know among us.  Draw a large number 6 on 

the ground and stand one person at the top and the other at the bottom.  One will swear that it’s a 

6, but the other will have no doubt whatsoever that it’s a 9!  And they’ll both be right!  

Perspective matters in so many corners and places in our lives.  What I want to suggest this 

morning, however, is that Jesus’ stories in Luke 14 remind us that perspective matters when we 

consider how it is we will come to the bounty that God sets before us.   

 

There are three different images that Jesus brings out in this section of Luke 14.  Two are clearly 

parables, while the third is something of a pseudo-parable – really more of an instruction.  But 

each provides a contrast of perspective – a distinct comparative of how people might approach 

the bounty of God.  And with Thanksgiving this week, I think it’s a worthy time to consider what 

our perspectives will be. 

 

We’re going to start, however, at the end.  The latter portion of this passage from Luke 14 is the 

Parable of the Great Dinner.  Jesus paints this picture of a man who is seeking to host a banquet, 

and he goes out and invites all of those wealthy and well-respected people of the community – 
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the fancy people you want at your fancy dinner.  When the time comes, however, the excuses 

start flying.  ‘I have this land I need to check on.’  ‘I have new animals I need to which I need to 

tend.’  ‘I just got married and can’t make.’  One after another, these esteemed guests give their 

excuses as to why they can’t make it.  The host’s response is to send his servant back out to the 

poor, blind, crippled and lame, but still, they can’t find enough to fill the space.  Finally, he sends 

the servant out a final time saying, ‘Just go find someone!’  And that, I want to suggest, is the 

heart of the issue.  From one person to the next, this host offering this grand bounty cannot seem 

to find anyone willing to make that banquet their priority in life.  From one person to the next, 

this host is told that something else is more important, more meaningful, or more needed in that 

moment.  From one person to the next, he simply can’t find anyone who will decide that the gift 

he is offering will be the priority in their lives! 

 

In this Parable of the Great Dinner, the perspective that is in question is one of priorities.  It’s a 

question of how we are going to view the import of this gift that we are offered.  Faced with the 

wonder of God’s bounty in our lives, it’s a question of how we will look at it.  In this story that 

Jesus shares, the more people decide that other things are going to matter more, the more the host 

simply someone to decide that the gift that’s being offered is what is going to matter to them.  He 

just wants someone to decide that it’s important.  He just wants someone to come in and embrace 

the bounty that’s being offered.  The first question we face in these stories of Luke is that of our 

perspective in the face of the bounty that God offers.  Will we be like those who made excuses – 

appreciating the invitation but deciding that it can wait for another time.  Or will we be the one 

the host is looking for – the one who decides that this bounty is what’s going to matter, that this 

bounty is the heart of what we need to know the fullness of life, and that we are going to enter in 

and make this bounty our priority today! 

 

It's there, then, that we turn to the Parable of the Wedding Banquet.  Once we make the decision 

to enter in, the Parable of the Wedding Banquet raises the question of the perspective we will 

take as we do so.  This story always harkens back to my childhood and the formality of the meals 

that were very much a part of my growing up.  Growing up, we were that ‘family dinner’ family.  

Every night, 6pm, we were at the table.  My father was still in his coat and tie, it was always a 

tablecloth and linen napkins.  And quite frequently we were drinking from stemmed glassware 

and eating off of my parents’ wedding China.  I distinctly remember, in fact, the time that our 

Boy Scout troop was working as servers at a fancy meal as a fundraiser for our troop, and I had 

be the one who taught every other kid in the group which fork went where, how the glasses were 

to be set, to make sure that the knives faced inwards, from which side you served and from 

which you cleared – because there was a right way to do these things and I was the only one who 

had any clue. 

 

Back to our table at home - there was this whole other dynamic that came into play once guests 

were a part of the equation.  For guests it was definitely the stemware and the China, but the 

question was always the seating chart – because there’s a right way to do that too!  This is long 

out of date now but, at the time, the male guest of honor was to sit at the right hand of the host, 

with his wife to the host’s left, and the second ranked male was on the left of the hostess, with 

his wife the hostess’ right, and so forth.  There was a very specific way that this was supposed to 

work, and that is the sentiment that is at play in this parable.  This was a very hierarchical society 

in which Jesus lived.  Everyone had their place, and everyone was to know their place – and the 



Page #3 

last thing you wanted to do was be embarrassed as you had to be kicked out of your seat and 

replaced with the person more important than you.  What it really boils down to, however, is the 

perspective of how we see our place in the face of the bounty that’s been offered! 

 

This part, really, is the same as that of the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collection that we 

explored last week.  In fact, Jesus ends both parables with the same phrase – for those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.  Once we choose 

to make this bounty our priority, the next perspective that comes into question is whether we will 

see it through the lens of entitlement or that of gratitude.  Are we receiving the bounty because 

we deserve it – because we’ve earned it – because it is a mark of our achievement?  Or, do we 

see God’s bounty as a gift – do we come grateful that we get to be a part of it at all?   

 

The first question we face is that which comes from the Great Dinner – the question of our 

priorities - whether our perspective will be that we will get to it in time when it better fits the 

many other things we’ve decided are going to be more important, or we’re going to decide that 

this is going to be the thing that matters right now, today?  The second question, however, once 

we enter into the wonder of that bounty, is the perspective we will take on our place at that table.  

Are we there because we earned it, or are we genuinely grateful that we get to be there at all? 

 

And it’s there, I would suggest, that the perspective changes again.  Listen, again, to the brief 

image and instruction that Jesus offers just after the Parable of the Wedding Banquet. 

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case 

they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, 

invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they 

cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  (Luke 14: 12-

14) 

 

Jesus changes the entire framework here, as he transitions our role in the story.  In all that we’ve 

explored up until this point, we’ve been the guest.  In both of those parables we are among those 

invited and are forced into questions about the perspective we will take on the bounty that’s been 

laid before us.  Jesus shifts that question here, however, as we move from being the guest to the 

host, and no longer is it a question of if and how we will approach the bounty that has been 

offered, but what we are going to do with the bounty we’ve received.  And that, I argue, is the 

heart of the question that we face heading into this holiday season before us. 

 

Perspective matters!  In the Parable of the Great Dinner, the question is what perspective we will 

take in the choice of if and when we will take the time to embrace the bounty that’s been offered.  

In the Parable of the Wedding Banquet, the perspective in question is that of how we view our 

place at that table – are we entitled to what is there, or are we simply grateful that we were 

invited at all.  Those two perspectives, however, distinctively shape, I think, this third question 

that emerges from these stories.  What are we going to do with it?  If we see it as something 

that’s not all that important, and/or we see it as that which we have earned or achieved – I think 

our answer might lean one way.  If we see it as crucial to the pursuit of joyful living for 

ourselves and others, however, and we see it as the wondrous and undeserved gift from God that 

it is – I think we our answer might be different. 
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And so, it’s those questions three that I want you to bring to this hymn that we’re about to sing.  

Perspective matters – so I want you to take a different perspective on this song that we’re about 

to sing.  It’s easy, when we’re looking at stories that Jesus tells of great banquets and thinking 

ahead to Thanksgiving meals of our own, to look at these questions in the context of worldly 

goods and provision – to see it as a question of food, and housing, and fiscal resource.  But the 

bounty we’re offered goes so much further than that!  So, I want to encourage you to reframe the 

table that’s in question in this hymn that we’re about to sing. 

 

It's a communion hymn – it’s written for that context.  I want you, however, to envision the 

wondrous bounty to which God is inviting all of us.  Consider the grace and the mercy of 

communion.  Think about the provision for daily need that we know.  But look also to the peace, 

the comfort, the strength, the hope, the wisdom, the joy, the fellowship, the countless ways in 

which God’s love manifests itself in the bounty that we know as His children.  And then, with 

that bounty in mind, reflect on the words of this hymn and ask yourself those questions. 

• Will we put it off for a more convenient time, or will we decide that it matters?  Will we 

make it a priority to enter into the bounty that God has offered? 

• Will we see it as our deserved reward, or will we sit in humble gratitude as we rejoice in 

the blessing of having been invited into that bounty at all? 

• And then, most importantly knowing the blessing that it is, as we walk each day enfolded 

in the wonder of God’s bounty, what are we going to do with it? 

  

 

   


