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I want to spend some time going through our reading from Isaiah, this morning, but we’re going 

to take it in bits and pieces, because we are going to find ourselves building, a bit, on some of 

what we talked about last week, and we need to do that a step at a time.  So, to begin, we take the 

first five verses of Isaiah 58. 

Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  Announce to my people their 

rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.  2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to 

know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the 

ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side.  3 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”  Look, 

you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers.  4 You fast only to 

quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will not 

make your voice heard on high.  5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is 

it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you call this a 

fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?  (Isaiah 58: 1-5) 

 

For those of you who were with us last week, this may sound a bit familiar.  Isaiah comes at it 

from a different direction, but in many ways is asking the same fundamental question that we 

encountered in Micah last week. 

“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high?”  Micah asks.  

“Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  7 Will the Lord be 

pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn 

for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  (Micah 6: 6-7) 

 

It’s a slightly different approach, with Isaiah talking about fasting and penance while Micah is 

focused more on that practice of ritual sacrifice, but the underlying question is the same.  Both 

prophets are asking what it means to be faithful.  Both are trying to open the hearts and minds of 

the people to the possibility that living out our life in God takes more than these prescriptive 

rituals to which so many adhered.  Micah’s summary conclusion, of course, comes in that eighth 

verse that we explored last week, He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?  

(Micah 6:8) 
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Isaiah’s argument on the other hand, while similar, is much longer than those few memorable 

phrases from Micah.  Continuing in the 6th verse of Isaiah 58, Isaiah takes the voice of God as he 

says… 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the 

yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  7 Is it not to share your bread 

with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to 

cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  8 Then your light shall break forth 

like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; 

the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.  9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will 

answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”  (Isaiah 58: 6-9a) 

 

It's really the same argument from both prophets.  Both prophets are making the claim that these 

ritualistic practices of sacrifice and penance, when not followed up by lives of service and 

compassion, fall short of the call of faith.  Both are suggesting that the life of faithfulness God 

has set before us includes the living out of that faith in the face of the needs of others.  It’s what 

Isaiah calls, in verse 2, ‘practicing righteousness.’  What I find compelling about these words 

from Isaiah, however, is how much deeper he seems to go into that question.  While Micah’s 

answer is a few phrases in one verse (do justice…love kindness…walk humbly with God), 

Isaiah’s answer comes with a litany of possibilities that covers seven verses of this 58th chapter.  

He keeps going, where we left off, as he says: 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if 

you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 

rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.  11 The Lord will guide you 

continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and you 

shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail.  12 Your 

ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you 

shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.  (Isaiah 58: 9b-12) 

 

It is, in many ways, the same argument that we get in Micah, but it is so much more specific, and 

it’s the ‘if/then’ conditional format of it all that I find so compelling in the context of that reading 

that Jon shared from Matthew a few minutes ago.  ‘If you loose the bods of injustice,’ Isaiah 

argues, and ‘if you let the oppressed go free… If you share the bread with the hungry, house the 

homeless and clothe the naked…  If you satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light will 

shine.’  Now, hang on to that for a minute, because this is where I suggest that Jesus’ words in 

Matthew come into play, but we’re going to go off on a tangent for a moment, because what I 

found myself thinking about, this week, is the experience of being a homeowner. 

 

Like many things in life, when it comes to the journey of owning a home, there are some things 

we expect and are ready for, and others for which we are not.  And one of those things for which 

I think we are often ill-prepared is the hassle, frustration and cost of the problems that come with 

owning a home.  Failed furnaces, leaking roofs, busted water heaters, the list is endless.  The 

thing I found myself thinking about this week, however, is that when it comes to this question of 

addressing the problems that arise in our homes, there are really three types of people.   

• There are, of course, the DIYers among us who, the moment a problem is discovered, 

grab the tools from the bench and get to work.   
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• Then there are those who know better than to try it themselves, who will immediately 

pick up the phone and call whatever service provider they need to get the job done.   

• There is a third group, however, that is made of those who see the problem but then 

immediately turn away and proceed to bury their heads in the sand as they proceed to act 

as though the issue doesn’t exist. 

 

It's this third group that grabbed my attention this week.  There are a lot of reasons, I think, why 

some people fail to react in this way, but there is a group of people who encounter problems in 

their homes and respond by burying their head in the sand, acting like the problem doesn’t exist, 

and in the back of their minds simply hoping that they can hold on long enough for it to either 

miraculously disappear, or for it to become someone else’s problem down the road.  In the 

context of our readings from Isaiah and Matthew this morning, however, I couldn’t help but find 

myself asking how often that’s exactly what we do in the face of the problems of this world that 

surround us. 

 

Those words from Matthew offer such rich images and meaning for our faith.  ‘You are the salt 

of the earth…the light of the world…the city on a hill.’  They are familiar and compelling 

illustrations, but the pressing question, of course, is what they mean for those of us seeking to 

live out our faith in 2023 and beyond.  That, I suggest, is where Isaiah comes in.  Think back to 

that conditional phrasing that Isaiah offers.  ‘If you loose the bods of injustice,’ Isaiah argues, 

and ‘if you let the oppressed go free… If you share the bread with the hungry, house the 

homeless and clothe the naked…  If you satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light will 

shine.’  Isaiah leaves little question as to what those words from Jesus mean for us today.  If you 

want your light to shine, this is what you have to do: You have to act on things.  Words, rituals 

and prognostications don’t cut it.  If you want your light to shine, you have to be consciously and 

intentionally seeking to make a difference in the brokenness around you! 

 

It's the second half of the twelfth verse that drives it home for me.  ‘If you do these things,’ 

Isaiah says, ‘then your light will shine and then you shall be called the repairer of the breach!’  In 

a matter of 20-30 minutes from now, many in this room will gather downstairs to make some 85 

bag lunches that will be taken to Milwaukee’s daytime homeless shelter, ‘Repairers of the 

Breach.’  I think it’s worth noting, however, that the name of that mission isn’t something they 

simply picked out the thin air – it’s a direct reflection of this passage from Isaiah.  That title for 

the mission is their way of saying that they identified the brokenness that they are seeking to 

heal, and that these are the specific and concrete ways in which they are going to do that! 

 

Returning to that analogy of seeing and responding to problems in our homes, the truth is that 

they are most often not difficult to identify – and that is even more true in the context of the strife 

that surrounds us.  Hunger, poverty, drugs, violence, shootings, racial and socio-economic 

disparity, the list is seemingly endless, and the difficulty we face is never in identifying the 

problem – in seeing the breach.  The difficulty… the challenge… is stepping into the repair, but 

there is no avoiding that this is exactly what Jesus is calling us to do! 

 

‘You are the salt of the earth… the light of the world… the city on a hill.’  What does this mean 

for those of us who are seeking to live out our faith in 2023 and beyond?  It means that we don’t 

get to be that third group!  It means that we don’t get to turn our heads away from the leaky 
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faucet and leave it to be someone else’s problem.  It means that, big or small, simple or complex, 

we have to open our eyes to the breaches around us and find our concrete and specific ways that 

we will be involved in the repairs.   

 

Obviously, we are not going to step into every breach.  We are not going to solve every ill of this 

world.  We can’t fix every problem.  What I want to suggest, however, is that sometimes we stay 

a little too theoretical.  What I want to suggest is that sometimes we hover in those 

prognostications of the Micahs of this world as we say that we should do justice and love 

kindness, but we never dig down to the depths of Isaiah and Jesus who remind us that we don’t 

get to stay in the theoretical.  That, at some point, we have to be able to answer the question that 

Isaiah 58 poses. 

 

It may be making lunches for repairers, or serving at St. Ben’s, or volunteering at Soles for Jesus, 

or advocating for something you are passionate about, or any of the other opportunities on the 

endless list of possibilities that’s out there.  Whatever it is, however, we don’t get to be 

theoretical or idealistic about it – and we most certainly don’t get to bury our heads in the sand.  

At some point, we have to have our answer to the question.  At some point, we have to be able to 

say that this is the breach that I’ve decided to heal, and these are the specific and concrete steps 

I’m taking to repair it! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


