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Dear Friends, 
 
As a senior in high school, my maternal grandfather was 
declining from a battle with emphysema as we approached 
Christmas, leading to his passing on December 26.  The 
following year, my paternal grandmother had a sudden 
heart attack while visiting us for the holidays, and died on 
December 23.  The very next night, my father needed to 
stand up in front of the congregation and lead a joyous and 
uplifting Christmas Eve service ï not an easy task!  Some 
20 + years later, in 2014, I faced a similar circumstance as 
I led Christmas Eve services, knowing that I needed to be 
up at 3am the next morning to gather our three elementary-
aged children, head to the airport, and fly to Michigan so 
that we could be with Sharon, who had spent the season 
with her mother in her final days of battling pancreatic 
cancer (she passed a week later on January 2). 
 
My point?  Sometimes Christmastime isnôt entirely the 
ñhappy-go-joy-joyò season we so often make it out to be! 
 
There is much about which we rejoice at Christmas, and so 
many reasons to be happy at this time of year.  The season 
is filled with blessings of gathering with family and 
friends, enjoying beloved traditions, taking in the lights 
and music that abound, and so much more.  At the same 
time, however, the truth is that there are moments, and 
even seasons, in which that joy and stifled by the hardship, 
sorrow, worry, grief, and other pains that we know in life.  
There are moments that we are drawn to the memory of 
those who are not with us.  There are moments that our 
attention shifts towards job losses, medical diagnoses, or 
relational strains that hinder the colorful wonder of 
Christmas.  In ways both grand and small, there are 
moments in which the ñholly-jolly-Christmasò turns our 
attention not to joy, but to reminders of the vicissitudes we 
know in life. 
 

The Longest Night... 

ñA Few Thoughts Oné..ò 
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For all these reasons, and me, we will gather for a very special service on the evening of 
Sunday, December 22. 
 
Our Longest Night service (embracing its proximity to the winter solstice ï the longest 
night of the year), will be an opportunity to claim the trials of life and lean into the hope 
and promise of the light of life born in Emmanuel ï God with us!  We will sing, we will 
pray, we will light candles and hang the names of loved ones and strained circumstances 
on a tree ï all as we reach towards the light that God shines into our darkness at 
Christmas.  It is not a time to mourn, but a time to be honest about the darkness that we 
sometimes know amidst this season of joy, and to claim the gift of the Christ-child that 
brings new life and light to it all. 
 
I pray that you will join us for this special service on December 22 (a time of fellowship 
will follow), and I hope that you will take the time to invite family and friends to join us 
as well.  Invitation cards that can be handed out or mailed will be available in early 
December, posters are being printed that you can hang in local venues where it is 
allowed, and there will be multiple opportunities to share the information on our social 
media platforms (#NSCChurchWI).  Personally, I am thrilled that we are adding this 
element to the worship life of our church at Christmas, and I hope that you will both 
attend and be a part of encouraging others to join us as well. 

In FaithΣ Marty 

 
The next congregational meeting will take place after worship on Sunday, December 
15.  The purpose of this meeting will be to act on the proposed budget for 2025.  

Attendance can be in-person or on Zoom.  For those accessing via Zoom, a direct link 
that will be distributed with the weekly email on December 9.  If you do not receive it, 

or need assistance, please contact the church office. 
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FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

Tuesday Morning Book Group 

  

Please join the Tuesday Book Group as we read 

together The Friendship of Women: The Hidden 

Tradition of the Bible by Joan Chittester.  

 

While not strictly an Advent book, the theme of 

friendship is well suited to our book groups. In 

December we will meet on  3, 10, and 17, taking 

Christmas Eve off. We will not meet on New Yearôs 

Eve but our discussion will resume on Tuesday, 

January 6. 

 

The information below is taken from Joan 

Chittesterôs website. 

 

ñFriendship colors the very air we breathe; it is 

everywhere around us. It binds past and present and 

makes bearable the uncertainty of the future. In The 

Friendship of Women, Joan Chittister explores the 

sacred dimension of friendship through the lens of 

faith, tradition, scripture, and the social sciences, and reveals the often-overlooked 

voices and experiences of women in the Bible. She recovers and reclaims the witness 

and wisdom of such women as Lydia, Prisca, Deborah, and Phoebe; of Esther, Martha, 

Veronica, and Elizabeth; and of Ruth, Anne, Miriam, and Mary Magdalene. Drawing a 

highly inspiring message from each of these womenôs lives, Joan Chittister invites us to 

seek and embrace friendship as it is embodied between women, between God the 

Creator and all of creation, and between all human beings.ò 

 

An excerpt says, ñA good relationship, the soul of friendship, rests on a number of 

qualities.ò  

 

Join us as we explore these qualities while becoming better acquainted with these 

women of the Bible. 

Lizz Loder & Susan Wauck 
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Thursday Bible Study: 9:30am 
 

Please join us for Bible study on Thursday 

mornings at 9:30. We continue to read the 

minor prophets or The Book of Twelve. We 

meet in the Owl room and also have a Zoom 

option for those joining us from a distance. 

The Zoom link is found in Martyôs Monday 

email.  

 

 

If you have any questions, or would like to receive more communication about our 

study groups, contact anyone in the church office. 

Join your NSCC family as we cheer on the 

Milwaukee Admirals on January 3, 2025, at 

7pm.  Seats are $20 and can be reserved by 

scanning the QR code, following the link 

included in the Monday email, or contacting the 

church office.  All seats must be reserved by 

December 18, 2024.  With questions, please 

contact Sharon Hall at (248) 872-2449 or 

disneyfamily01@gmail.com.   
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75TH  ANNIVERSARY  TEAM   
REFLECTIONS FROM 2024   

ñWhere two or three are gathered together in my name, there am Iò (Matthew 18.20) 

We at North Shore Congregational Church are a covenant people, following the idea 

that Jesus made a personal covenant with the people ñFollow me, come walk with me.ò 

The Congregational Way is a path of personal commitment, equal in fellowship, bound 

not by any church law, but freely gathering in the mutual agreement to worship in a 

shared community, a gathering of Christians. 

As we celebrate 75 years of this gathering, let us all move forward, to share, through 

our example, this covenant with Jesus. 

It has been a monumental year for us as we celebrate the glory of North Shore 

Congregational Church. Throughout the year we have explored our unique journey 

through our 10 Pillars: The church charter and conception; our worship and music; our 

ministers and staff; community service; outreach and learning here and abroad; the 

evolution and history of our meeting house; the recognition of long serving members; 

our impactful youth ministry; fellowship; and Congregationalism. We have tapped into 

precious and vital touchstones that both sculpt and define our church, its members, and 

our guiding beliefs. 

We are warmed by the thought that each of you took this important journey with us this 

year, and we hope that you have taken away lasting memories of our 75th Anniversary! 

We are truly honored to have been a part of something so special, so endearing and so 

powerful. We are moved by how meaningful this experience has been for all of us and 

how we have developed a very special bond, as together we explored and reflected on 

how this place has touched us all. Our gratitude is humbling and our love for North 

Shore Congregational Church is everlasting. AMEN! 

Sincerely, 

The 75th Anniversary Committee 
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Tɯʍ  

L˛nɮesʠ Niʱhʠ 
 

A service of Lament and Hope...  
...of Reaching Towards the Light. 

 
Sunday, December 22 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

For those whose joy of the season is 
sometimes interrupted by hardship, 
disappointment, and griefé 

 
Join us as we look 

towards the promise of  
Emmanuel - God with us. 

 
All are welcome! 
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T Can you hear the Christmas Bells?  Join us for our annual Music Sunday worship 
on Sunday, December 8, and you will!  Our choir will be joined by a wonderful 
group of instrumentalists who will lead this unique and meaningful Christmas 
service.  Stay after the service for our annual Advent Fest fellowship. 

T Be a part of our annual Carol-Sing prior to worship on Sunday, December 15.  
Join us, starting at 9:30am, and select your favorite hymns for us to share as we get 
closer and closer to Christmas day.  The 10am service will include a small 
Christmas presentation from the children of the church as well as music from our 
handbell choir. 

T Join us on Wednesday, December 18, for a special Christmas Midweek Manna 
gathering focused on the stories and singing of many of our beloved Christmas 
carols.  The Fellowship Committee will be hosting a lasagna dinner at 6pm, with 
worship starting at 6:45.  Feeling adventurous?  Wear your ugliest Christmas 
sweater to add to the fun! 

T We are very much looking forward to hosting our first ever Longest Night worship 
service on Sunday, December 22, at 7pm.  For more information on what this 
service is about, please see Rev. Martyôs article on page 2.  A time of fellowship 
will follow the service.  We hope you will be a part of this meaningful night!   

T Our Christmas Eve candlelight services will follow their normal schedule of 4pm 
and 9pm.  There will be pre-service music for the 9pm gathering beginning at 
8:30pm. 

T Our Christmas Sunday worship, December 29 at 10am, will be a full service of 
Lessons and Carols as we spend our time working through the whole of the 
Christmas story while singing many of our favorite carols. 

/éėìěġāÁě ²ĈėěéìĔ hĔĔĈėġĥĂìġìÙě 
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